
Sunday Worship at WPPC

How did we get 
where we are?

Who made these 
decisions?

Is it Presbyterian 
Χ ƛǎ ƛǘ wŜŦƻǊƳŜŘΚ

How can our 
worship practices 
be good for us?



WPPC Under Development in 1978

Å ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ Χ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ



Liturgical Worship has a Long History 
at WPPC



Early Worship at WPPC

Å In 1983, the Worshipbookwas being used at WPPC for ordering 
the worship, providing hymns and lectionary readings, and as a 
prayer resource

ÅWes Lackey became our minister in 1983 ςthe Worship 
Committee asked what worship directions he recommended; 
he replied that he used the order in the Worshipbookand 
followed the constitutional Directory of Worship



Communion and Liturgy

Å At least yearly, pastor Wes led sessions about our worship and liturgy for new 
members 

In order to meet the needs of a growing church, session decided to offer two 
worship services ςwith communion served every Sunday at the early service and 
monthly and on major feast days (such as Christmas and Easter) at the late service. 
²Ŝ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜŘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǿǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ 
Supper.

Communion at WPPC dedication,1978



Spiritual Well-Being

ÅhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŀǎ ά²Ƙŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
WPPC do to better facilitate spiritual 
growth and well-ōŜƛƴƎΚέ aŀƴȅ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘ 
that this might be accomplished by having 
communion every Sunday. They also 
indicated it was more meaningful to come 
forward rather than sit passively in pews.

Å In response, session added communion to 
the Sundays of Easter, Advent, and Lent ς
and the normative communion serving 
was done by coming forward 

Å By the mid 1990s, communion was 
celebrated at all but about 10-12 Sundays 
in Ordinary Time at the 11:00 service

In the late 1980s, session engaged the congregation 
in a long range planning activity



Liturgical Development

Wes Lackey made a presentation at the 
1980 General Assembly meeting, followed 
by a motion supported by the Joint Office 
of  Worship, to develop a new Book of 
Common Worship, a new hymnal, and a 
new Psalter; this overture was approved

As chapters for the BCW were released 
ŦƻǊ ǘǊƛŀƭΣ ²tt/Ωǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ 
adopted each one as official liturgical 
resources. When the 1993 BCW was 
published, session adopted it as an 
official resource.

The new Presbyterian Hymnal of 1990 
was adopted as our hymnal



²tt/Ωǎ ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ Cƻƭƭƻǿǎ 
the Book of Order

The Book of Order reflects and 
encourages a rich heritage of 
traditions and outlines 
appropriate forms for worship ς
including possibilities for 
continuing reform  and 
development



Jesus Christ in Word and Sacrament 
(W-1.1004)

Hear the Word 
proclaimed

Receive the Word 
enacted in Sacrament

Discover the Word in 
the world

Are sent to follow the 
Word into the world

In Christian worship the people of God



Symbolic Language 
(W-1.2002)

When people respond to 
God and communicate to 
each other their 
experiences of God, they 
must use symbolic means, 
for God transcends creation 
and cannot be reduced to 
anything within it

Symbols spoken or acted 
are authentic and 
appropriate for Christian 
worship to the extent that 
they are faithful to the life, 
death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ



Arrangement of Space 
(W-1.3024)

ÅIt should include a place for the 
reading of Scripture and the 
preaching or exposition of the 
Word

ÅIt should provide for the 
celebration and proper 
administration of the Sacraments, 
with a font or pool for Baptism and 
ŀ ǘŀōƭŜ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊ

ÅThe arrangement of space should 
visibly express the integral relation 
between Word and Sacrament and 
their centrality in Christian worship



Use of Material in Worship
(W-1.3034)

Å ΧƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜƭƻƴƎ 
to the Creator and are to be offered to God 
in worship. As sign and symbol of this self 
offering, the people of God have presented 
their creations and material possessions to 
God. The richness of color, texture, form, 
sound, and motion has been brought into 
the act of worship.

Å The people of God have responded through 
creative expressions in architecture, 
furnishings, appointments, vestments, 
music, drama, language, and movement. 
When these artistic creations awaken us to 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘŜ ŦƻǊ 
worship. When they call attention to 
themselves, or are present for their beauty 
as an end in itself, they are idolatrous. 
Artistic expressions should evoke, edify, 
ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇŜǊǎΩ ŎƻƴǎŎƛƻǳǎ-
nessof the reality and grace of God.



Who May Participate/Lead Worship
(W-1.4003)

In Jesus Christ, the Church 
is a royal priesthood in 
which worship is the work 
of everyone. The people of 
God are called to 
participate in the common 
ministry of worship.

Some by gifts and training may 
be called to particular acts of 
leadership in worship


