
Sunday Worship at WPPC

How did we get 
where we are?

Who made these 
decisions?

Is it Presbyterian 
… is it Reformed?

How can our 
worship practices 
be good for us?



WPPC Under Development in 1978

• We are different today, both outside … and inside



Liturgical Worship has a Long History 
at WPPC



Early Worship at WPPC

• In 1983, the Worshipbook was being used at WPPC for ordering 
the worship, providing hymns and lectionary readings, and as a 
prayer resource

• Wes Lackey became our minister in 1983 – the Worship 
Committee asked what worship directions he recommended; 
he replied that he used the order in the Worshipbook and 
followed the constitutional Directory of Worship



Communion and Liturgy

• At least yearly, pastor Wes led sessions about our worship and liturgy for new 
members 

In order to meet the needs of a growing church, session decided to offer two 
worship services – with communion served every Sunday at the early service and 
monthly and on major feast days (such as Christmas and Easter) at the late service. 
We alternated between serving in the pews and coming forward for the Lord’s 
Supper.

Communion at WPPC dedication, 1978



Spiritual Well-Being

• One of the questions was “What could 
WPPC do to better facilitate spiritual 
growth and well-being?” Many responded 
that this might be accomplished by having 
communion every Sunday. They also 
indicated it was more meaningful to come 
forward rather than sit passively in pews.

• In response, session added communion to 
the Sundays of Easter, Advent, and Lent –
and the normative communion serving 
was done by coming forward 

• By the mid 1990s, communion was 
celebrated at all but about 10-12 Sundays 
in Ordinary Time at the 11:00 service

In the late 1980s, session engaged the congregation 
in a long range planning activity



Liturgical Development

Wes Lackey made a presentation at the 
1980 General Assembly meeting, followed 
by a motion supported by the Joint Office 
of  Worship, to develop a new Book of 
Common Worship, a new hymnal, and a 
new Psalter; this overture was approved

As chapters for the BCW were released 
for trial, WPPC’s session studied and 
adopted each one as official liturgical 
resources. When the 1993 BCW was 
published, session adopted it as an 
official resource.

The new Presbyterian Hymnal of 1990 
was adopted as our hymnal



WPPC’s Worship Follows 
the Book of Order

The Book of Order reflects and 
encourages a rich heritage of 
traditions and outlines 
appropriate forms for worship –
including possibilities for 
continuing reform  and 
development



Jesus Christ in Word and Sacrament 
(W-1.1004)

Hear the Word 
proclaimed

Receive the Word 
enacted in Sacrament

Discover the Word in 
the world

Are sent to follow the 
Word into the world

In Christian worship the people of God



Symbolic Language 
(W-1.2002)

When people respond to 
God and communicate to 
each other their 
experiences of God, they 
must use symbolic means, 
for God transcends creation 
and cannot be reduced to 
anything within it

Symbols spoken or acted 
are authentic and 
appropriate for Christian 
worship to the extent that 
they are faithful to the life, 
death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ



Arrangement of Space 
(W-1.3024)

• It should include a place for the 
reading of Scripture and the 
preaching or exposition of the 
Word

• It should provide for the 
celebration and proper 
administration of the Sacraments, 
with a font or pool for Baptism and 
a table suitable for the people’s 
celebration of the Lord’s Supper

• The arrangement of space should 
visibly express the integral relation 
between Word and Sacrament and 
their centrality in Christian worship



Use of Material in Worship
(W-1.3034)

• …lives of Christians and all they have belong 
to the Creator and are to be offered to God 
in worship. As sign and symbol of this self 
offering, the people of God have presented 
their creations and material possessions to 
God. The richness of color, texture, form, 
sound, and motion has been brought into 
the act of worship.

• The people of God have responded through 
creative expressions in architecture, 
furnishings, appointments, vestments, 
music, drama, language, and movement. 
When these artistic creations awaken us to 
God’s presence, they are appropriate for 
worship. When they call attention to 
themselves, or are present for their beauty 
as an end in itself, they are idolatrous. 
Artistic expressions should evoke, edify, 
enhance, and expand worshipers’ conscious-
ness of the reality and grace of God.



Who May Participate/Lead Worship
(W-1.4003)

In Jesus Christ, the Church 
is a royal priesthood in 
which worship is the work 
of everyone. The people of 
God are called to 
participate in the common 
ministry of worship.

Some by gifts and training may 
be called to particular acts of 
leadership in worship



Session Responsibilities
(W-1.4004)

The session shall make 
provision for regular

Preaching of the Word

Celebration of the Sacraments

Corporate prayer

Offering of praise to God in song

The session has 
authority to

Oversee and approve all public worship in the life 
of the particular church with the exception of 
those responsibilities delegated to the pastor 

alone 

Determine occasions, days, times, and places for 
worship

The session is 
responsible for

The space where worship is conducted, including 
its arrangement and furnishings

The use of special appointments such as flowers, 
candles, banners, paraments, and other objects 

of art

The overall program of music and other arts in 
the church

Those who lead worship through music, drama, 
dance, and other arts



Pastor Responsibilities
(W-1.4005)

The minister as pastor has certain 
responsibilities which are not subject 

to the authority of the session

selection of Scripture lessons to be read

preparation and preaching of the 
sermon or exposition of the Word

prayers offered on behalf of the people 
and those prepared for the use of the 

people in worship

the music to be sung

the use of drama, dance, and other art 
forms

The pastor may confer with a worship 
committee in planning particular 

services of worship
The Pastor and Choir Director

Where there is a choir director or other 
musical leader, the pastor and that 
person will confer to ensure that 

anthems and other musical offerings are 
appropriate for the particular service

The session should see that these 
conferences take place appropriately 

and on a regular basis



Session and Pastor 
(W-1.4006)

The sequence and proportion 
of the elements of worship are 
the responsibility of the pastor 
with the concurrence of 
session

The selection of hymnals, 
song books, service books, 
Bibles, and other materials for 
use of the congregation in 
public worship is the 
responsibility of the session 
with the concurrence of the 
pastor and in consultation with 
musicians and educators 
available to the session



Session Responsibility in Education
(W-1.4007)

In the exercise of its responsibility to encourage 
the participation of its people in worship, the 
session should provide for education in 
Christian worship by means appropriate to the 
age, interests, and circumstances of the 
members of the congregation

It shall also 
provide for 
the regular 
study of this 
directory in 
the education 
of church 
officers



Music as Prayer, and Enacted Prayer

• (W-2.1004) To lead the congregation in the singing of prayer is a 
primary role of the choir and other musicians. They also may 
pray on behalf of the congregation with introits, responses, and 
other musical forms.

• (W-2.1005) In the Old and New Testaments and through the 
ages, the people of God expressed prayer through actions as 
well as speech and song. So in worship today it is appropriate to

Kneel, bow, stand, or lift hands in 
prayer

Dance, clap, or embrace in joy and 
praise

Anoint and to lay hands in 
intercession and supplication, 
commissioning  and ordination



Selection of Scripture/Lectionaries
• (W-2.2002) It is appropriate that in the 

Service of the Lord’s Day there be readings 
from the Old Testament and the Epistles and 
Gospels of the New Testament. The full range 
of the psalms should be also used in worship.

• (W-2.3003) Selections for reading in public 
worship should be guided by the seasons of 
the church year, pastoral concerns for a local 
congregation, events and conditions in the 
world, and specific program emphases of the 
church. Lectionaries offered by the church 
ensure a broad range of readings as well as 
consistency and connection with the 
universal Church.



The Lord’s Supper
(W-2.4009) The Lord’s Supper is to 
be observed on the Lord’s Day, in 
the regular place of worship, and in 
a manner suitable to the particular 
occasion and local congregation. It 
is appropriate to celebrate the 
Lord’s Supper as often as each 
Lord’s Day. It is to be celebrated 
regularly and frequently enough to 
be recognized as integral to the 
Service for the Lord’s Day.

(W-2.4010) It is also appropriate to observe the Lord’s Supper on other 
occasions of special significance in the life of the Christian community, as long 
as the celebration of the Sacrament is open to the whole believing community.



Community Outreach
(W-1.4007)

Worship is an activity of the common life of the people of God in 
which the care of the members for each other … expresses the 
reality of God’s power to create and sustain community in the midst 
of a sinful world. As God is concerned for the events in daily life, so 
members of the community in worship appropriately express 
concern for one another and for their ministry in the world.

WPPC Youth participating in “Sleep Out to Knock Out Homelessness”



The Ordering of Christian Worship
(W-3.0000)

Those responsible for ordering Christian 
worship shall be faithful to the authority of 
the Holy Spirit speaking in and through 
Scripture. Beyond Scripture no single 
warrant for ordering worship exists, but the 
worship of the Church is informed and 
shaped by history, culture, and 
contemporary need. Thus the worship of the 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) should be 
guided by the historic experience of the 
Church at worship through the ages, 
especially in the Reformed tradition.



16th Century Reform Principles are 
the Basis for WPPC’s Worship



Book of Common Worship

• First BCW approved 1906 (grass roots 
cry for communal prayers, both new 
and extending back prior to the 
Reformation)

• Revised in 1932 and 1946
• The Worshipbook was introduced in 

1970; it addressed both elements of the 
worship service and accompanying 
music

• The BCW, as we know it, was introduced 
in 1993 – it was built on liturgical 
reforms in the Worshipbook, and offers 
a significant liturgical recovery/renewal 



BCW Basic Movement of the 
Service for the Lord’s Day

With its focus upon scripture and sacrament, the main body of the service moves broadly from 
hearing to doing, from proclamation to thanksgiving, and from Word to table.
GATHERING

The people gather in response to God's call, offering praise in words of scripture, prayer, and 
song. The people acknowledge their sinfulness and receive the declaration of God's forgiveness.
THE WORD

Scriptures are read and their message is proclaimed. Psalms, hymns, spirituals, or anthems may 
be sung between the readings. Responses to the proclamation of God's Word include 
expressions of faith and commitment, and the offering of prayers for worldwide and local needs.
THE EUCHARIST

As hearing becomes doing, the tithes and offerings of the people are gathered, and the table is 
set with bread and wine. The people are invited to the table of the Lord. Prayer is offered in 
which God is praised for creation and providence, Christ's work of redemption is remembered 
with thanksgiving, and the Holy Spirit is invoked upon and in the church. The bread is broken, 
and the bread and wine are served to the people.
SENDING

The people are sent forth with God's blessing to serve.



BCW: 140 Years of Precedents

195

1855 Eutaxia (Reformed liturgies), 1864 Book of Common Prayer, 1867 Euchologian (order of service),  1928 Book of 
Common Order, 1946 Book of Common Worship, 1970 Worshipbook,  1983 - 1993 (7) volumes of supplemental 
liturgical resources, 1993 new Book of Common Worship



General Assembly Commends the 
1993 BCW

To congregations for 
their worship use

To subsequent 
General Assemblies 

for Assembly 
worship

To presbyteries, 
synods, and 

sessions for worship 
in their meetings

To the General 
Assembly Council

To all church 
members and 

pastors for daily 
prayer

Voting at General Assembly (Seattle, 2008)



The BCW at WPPC

In 1983, the Worshipbook was in use

Drafts of the BCW were studied then 
put into practice; when the BCW came 
out in 1993, it was adopted as our 
official resource

When pastor Wes Lackey retired in 2000, 
an extensive study involving inputs from 
the entire congregation reported that 
WPPC’s worship uses a traditional, 
liturgical service based on the lectionary 
and the BCW (with music integral to the 
service)  



Harold Daniels

Harold and Marie Daniels chatting with Hal and Martha Hopson, April, 2009

The Rev. Harold 
Daniels is an ordained 
minister in the PCUSA, 
now retired and living 
in Albuquerque, NM 

As director of the Joint 
Office of Worship, he 
oversaw the 
development of the 
BCW

Harold has visited with 
WPPC on several occasions 
and is excited by our liturgy



Reuniting the Lord’s Supper and the 
Lord’s Day

In the late 1980’s, the 
congregation 
wrestled with the 
question, “What 
could WPPC do to 
facilitate our spiritual 
development”

Many responded that 
this might be 
accomplished by 
having more frequent 
communion 

Initially, session 
replied by ordering 
communion every 
Sunday at the early 
service, and every 
other Sunday at the 
late service

Also, many people 
affirmed that it was 
more meaningful to 
come forward for 
communion than sit 
passively in the pews

By the mid 1990s, 
communion was 
celebrated on all but 
10-12 Sundays in 
Ordinary Time at the 
late service

A few years into 
David Batchelder’s
ministry, session 
voted to establish the 
Service of Word and 
Sacrament as the 
normative form of 
worship for the Lord’s 
Day at all services and 
festival days

Source: Wes Lackey conversation, 2010

When I first came [to Geneva], [the Supper] was not distributed except three 
times every year with the consequence that between the Supper at Pentecost 
and at Christmas seven whole months elapsed.  My preference was for every 
week; but since I was unable to persuade, it seemed more convenient to 
pardon the infirmity of the people rather than fight ever more stubbornly.  I 
have taken care, however, to write it into public documents that our custom 
is faulty so that those who come after us may be able to correct it more easily 
and freely.

- John Calvin, 1561



Worship at WPPC Offers 
Involvement Grounded in Hope



Hopes and Dreams
• WPPC completed an extensive 8-month congregational self study 

in May of 2001
• In the study closing section on Hopes & Dreams, our vision for the 

maintenance of divine worship included , in part, the following:

Ordering worship according to the Revised Common 
Lectionary

Frequent celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

Always displaying the baptismal font filled with water in a 
prominent space in our sanctuary

Respecting the meaning and practice of the signs of 
legitimate piety and devotion of members as the dip their 
hands in the water of the font, make the sign of the cross, 

hold their hands outstretched heavenward, or practice 
other signs that do not distract from the worship of others –

but not requiring these practices of any worshiper

Providing worship  education classes for session and 
congregation



The Ecumenical Movement
• Since the mid-1900's, the ecumenical 

movement involving protestant and 
Roman Catholic churches has moved 
to a convergence in the basic shape 
and pattern of worship

• The reform of worship in our time is 
the fruit of a movement that is now 
over 150 years old . . . It is a major 
force directed toward the renewal of 
the Christian faith

• During the past 30 years Christian 
churches throughout the world have 
seen a reformation in worship 
unequaled in any other century

Source: Preface to the BCW



Churches Across the Ocean use the 
Same Liturgy

Westminster Abbey Quire Wesley Chapel



The World Communion of Reformed 
Churches

• The WCRC brings together 80 million Reformed Christians 
worldwide from 230 member denominations in 108 countries. 

• In advocating renewal of worship the WCRC urges 
congregations to:  

Celebrate worship as an embodied 
reality

Employ gestures and postures that 
express our praise and prayer

Use the book, water, bread, and wine, 
that God ordains for our use

Acknowledge the gifts of God for the 
people of God.



The Association for 
Reformed & 

Liturgical Worship
• The AR&LW is a voluntary association of 

congregations and individuals which covenant 
with God’s help, to cultivate, practice, and 
promote worship that offers a foretaste of the 
fullness of God’s Reign. This worship is Trinitarian, 
ecumenical, incarnational and sacramental; it is 
both universal and local and sends the church to 
live its liturgy, bringing God’s justice and grace to 
all of God’s creation.

• In its constitution, AR&LW affirms the norm of a 
weekly Lord’s Day service of Word and Table, an 
intentional ministry of formation leading to and 
flowing from the font, the observance of the 
liturgical year with lectionary, the practice of daily 
prayer, and a commitment to life patterned on 
worship.

• Member Priscilla Kimery represents WPPC at 
AR&LW, serving on the Steering Committee



Invitation to Christ
• A liturgical form of worship that is multi-sensory is being commended 
• within the PC(USA). 
• The document Invitation to Christ, received by the 2008 General 

Assembly, states: 

[T]he 18th and 19th century tendency to value verbal 
communication over artistic or symbolic expression, and 
the dualism that favored the mind over the body has been 
challenged in recent decades by a more holistic view of 
human nature . . . 
Today a more visual and sensory culture is attracted 
to the richness of sacramental practice and the many-
layered levels of meaning embodied in symbols like water 
and bread. 



What Will Future Generations Seek?

• Young people are increasingly  
seeking spiritual experiences
that convey:

• Congregations such as 
WPPC  are poised to respond to 
these needs today

A sense of 
mystery

Divine 
transcendence

and 
incarnation

Radical 
hospitality

Engagement 
with ritual and 

symbols

Freedom to 
question

Invitation into 
a reality larger 
than one’s own 

life. 

References: Alban Institute & Barna Research Groups, Diana Butler Bass’ writings


