
providing a full range of Sunday 
morning activities. After much 
thoughtful consideration, the 
Session acted to set worship as 
a single service beginning at 

9:30 am on August 22. This will 
allot us time for fellowship after 
which (beginning at 11:15 am) 
we will provide faith formation 
for all ages. While a true "trial 
run" of this schedule needs a 
full year cycle, we plan to reex-
amine the schedule with the 
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New Sunday  
Schedule 

(Beginning August 22) 

9:30 am — Worship 
10:45 am — Fellow-

ship/Coffee Time 
11:15 am — Faith 
Formation for all 

ages 

Breaking News 

WPPC Resets Entire Sunday Morning Schedule  
Beginning August 22 
By David Batchelder  

The letter which follows 
was sent to as many of the 
congregation as can be 
reached by email and was in-
cluded in the worship news 
for Sunday, July 25. It is in-
cluded in this newsletter so 
that we will not miss anyone 
with this important communi-
cation. We have much plan-

ning and preparation to do 
before we arrive at August 
22nd. Already, staff, Session 
committee moderators, and 
many other church leaders are 
at work getting ourselves ready 
to make this exciting new be-
ginning. Since this new sched-
ule begins in the middle of the 
month, we will be issuing SPE-

CIAL MID-AUGUST EDI-
TION of our newsletter with 
all the details you will want to 
know about awaits us. There-
fore, this newsletter will only 
provide the Session letter be-
low. Stay tuned for this special 
edition that will be published 
in a few weeks. 

Dear WPPC Members and 
Friends, 

We, the WPPC Session, 
commend and thank you, the 
congregation, for the well-
attended, thoughtful, and 
positive meetings held follow-
ing worship on Sundays, July 
11 and 18. We are grateful for 
all your contributions as we 
considered the possibility of 
altering our Sunday schedule 
to provide a single worship 
service followed by a time of 
fellowship and faith forma-
tion. All of your comments 
were given serious considera-
tion when Session met Tues-
day (July 20) to make a deci-
sion on the Sunday schedule. 
The Session discerned a 
widely held support for a sin-
gle service. The matter of wor-
ship service time was more 
difficult as we tried to find a 
compromise that would re-
spect the whole community in 

congregation at our January 
Annual Meeting, and, if need 
be, make adjustments. In addi-
tion, the Session will review 
our progress in mid to late fall 
to see "how it’s going" in the 
event that anything needs to be 
altered. 

As many of you have 
noted, a successful schedule 
change will require a period of 
adjustment. It asks everyone to 
compromise and we know this 
will be more difficult in some 
cases than others. Choosing a 
schedule that best serves the 
whole church cannot avoid 
imposing some inconvenience 
on us all. The willingness of 
each of us to embrace change 
is a gift of love to the whole 
church. 

We are excited to continue 
worshiping as a whole church. 
We look forward to more 
adults (including more choir 

(Continued on page 3) 

Announcement of New Sunday Schedule to Begin August 22 
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August 

Birthdays 
08/03 

Bill Fessler 

08/04 

Shelby Stubbe 

08/07 

Heather Nelson 

08/08 

Janice Hayman 

08/09 

Phil Schattle 

08/10 

Pat Bardsley 

Betty Weckerly 

Karyn Anderson 

08/12 

David Ramsbottom 

Miles Hutson 

08/13 

Jon Anderson 

08/14 

Charles Chapoton 

08/17 

Matt Jones 

08/18 

Molly Chapman 

08/19 

Joyce Jones 

08/20 

Linda Robinson 

08/23 

Cheryl Helmick 

Blake Lindley 

08/24 

Cathy Baume 

08/26 

Judy Mack 

08/31 

Jo Mueller 

Scott McLain 

Newsletter  

Deadlines 

August 18, 2010 

Sept  22, 2010 

Oct. 20, 2010 

At the Congregational 
Meeting we began a conversa-
tion about WPPC - who we 
are and where we’re going. 
The Session invited you all to 
share in a conversation group. 
Our Clerk of Session, Cheryl 
Helmick and Becki Williams 
have been planning for the 

Be Part of the Conversation! 

discussion and scheduled the 
first session for a Sunday in 
August. So far, fifty people 
have signed up to join a dis-
cussion group. If you didn’t 
sign up but would like to par-
ticipate, please call Cheryl or 
email her at 
cwhelm1@tx.rr.com. 

Austin College Choir 
Robe Campaign 
By Kevin Craig 

May 16 - August 15 -- One Service Only at 10 am 

Summer Worship Reminder 

The overwhelming posi-
tive response of the last two 
year’s summer worship with a 
single service leads us to re-
peat this pattern for 2010. 

Beginning May 16 and 

continuing through August 
15, we will have ONE SER-
VICE ONLY at 10 am. 
There will be a Fellowship Cof-
fee Hour following worship 
each Sunday. 

The Austin College (Sherman, 
TX) A Capella Choir is desper-
ately in need of new robes to 
replace the 15 year old robes 
they currently wear. The Choir 
Alumni Association has kicked-
off a financial support campaign 
for new robes, and needs your 
help.  For just $170 you - or a 
group of your friends - can 
sponsor one choir robe (labeled 
with your name, honoree, or 
memoriam)!  

Please contact Kevin Craig 
("C" Association Board Treas-
urer and choir alum) for details 
and donation forms, or 
visit www.acchoiralumni.net. 

The Property Committee 
recently conducted an inspec-
tion of the playground equip-
ment. Many of the wooden 
planks were splintering, and 
some of the connections and 
joints were found to be fail-
ing. Without a substantial 
amount of repairs, it was the 
committee's opinion that the 
equipment is not safe for chil-
dren to be playing on. Out of 
safety concerns, we feel it is 
important at this time to no 
longer allow access to this 
equipment.  

Based on the age of the 
equipment, its current condi-

Safety Concerns Over Playground 
Equipment 
By Rick Smith 

tion, and the costs involved to 
repair and bring the equip-
ment up to existing code stan-
dards, the Session has decided 
that removal of the equip-
ment is the best solution. This 
will not happen immediately, 
so for the time being, we have 
used yellow caution tape to 
seal off access.  Please help us 
to keep our little ones safe by 
no longer allowing them ac-
cess to the equipment.  

For questions or concerns, 
please contact Rick Smith. 
Thank you. 

Presbyterian Women 
on September 11 
By Sharon Finley 

Please join the women of 
the church for a casual breakfast 
on Saturday, September 11. 
We will be looking for the Win-
ter-Spring event ideas and ven-
ues. Be thinking about whether 
you want Reem to return as our 
guest speaker on Islam in Janu-
ary if she is available. Feel free 
to bring a guest. It will be a time 
of scintillating dialogue and gas-
tronomical cuisine. Dutch 
Treat. 

When: 9 am, Saturday, Sep-
tember11 

Where: Aparacio's Restau-
rante Mexicano, 1001 E. 
18th Street (just west of 
Ave K). Additional park-
ing is available just across 
the DART rail tracks. 

mailto:cwhelm1@tx.rr.com
http://www.acchoiralumni.net
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members) being involved in 
faith formation. We are 
ready to implement new 
creative opportunities for 
our children and youth. We 
believe this schedule places 
us in a better situation to 
respond to visitors. 

Please help us make the 
most of this schedule 
change. Between now and 
then we have much to do to 
get ready for this new be-
ginning. Indeed, it will serve 
us well to think of this 

New Sunday Schedule, (Continued from 
page 1) 

Wednesday Night Fall Study Preview 
By Charles Taylor 

What happened to the 
churches the Apostle Paul 
established when he was 
dead and gone? 

And what 
about the 
churches the 
Apostle Peter 
founded once 
he, too, was 
gone? 

Then there 
were the 
churches led by 
the Apostle 
John and the 
Jewish-Gentile 
churches influenced by the 
Apostle Matthew.  What 
about all of these? 

These and other ques-
tions are addressed by Ray-
mond E. Brown in his 
book, The Churches the 

Apostles Left Behind, the 
textbook to guide our 
Wednesday Bible study be-

ginning August 
18.  The books 
and a reading 
guide are avail-
able in the Fel-
lowship Hall 
beginning Au-
gust 1.  The cost 
of the book is 
$9.50 and may 
be paid August 
18. 

Dinner is at 6 
pm, with the 

study following at 6:30 pm.  
Choir practice commences 
at 7:30 pm. 

You will need your Bible 
for this study.  Everyone is 
invited — youth and adults 
alike. 

Presbyterian Women ðSave the Date  

Fall Retreat 2010  

 
When: Friday October 29, 6 pm - to about 10 pm 

6 pm - Gathering Time 
7 pm – Supper, then Program and White Elephant 

Gift Exchange 
 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Bev Hughes will lead our study 
on the book of Ruth 

 
Mission Focus: Collin County Children’s Advocacy 
Center—see additional info sheets. They welcome 

checks, NEW Teddy Bears or clothing for the Rain-
bow Room 

 
Overnight accommodations are available for any who 

want to stay. 
 

Saturday October 30 
8 – 8:30 am Breakfast---please let us know if you are 

planning to join us 
9 am – Program continues 

The retreat will be over about noon, with a quick 
clean-up before we leave. 

 
Where: Springhill Retreat Center 

3991 E. Renner Road 
Richardson, TX 75082-2501 

 
Cost: TBA 

Do not let cost prohibit you from coming. Contact 
one of the officers if you need financial assistance. 

 
What to bring: YOURSELF, a friend, Bible, pencil 
and paper, and a white elephant gift wrapped for a 

fun gift exchange. If staying overnight: a sleeping bag, 
pillow, toiletries, and towel; games, book to read, etc. 

change as a reset to how 
WPPC does all of Sunday 
morning. We urge you to 
open yourself in positive 
ways to these opportunities.  

Stay tuned for more 
updates as we prepare our-
selves for August 22. 

 
Sincerely in Christ, 

 
The WPPC Session 

Cheryl Helmick,  

Clerk of Session 

David B. Batchelder,  

Moderator 

Save the Date ð Saturday October 2  

Oktoberfest in the Garden  

Brats  

Sauerkraut, pretzels, etc.  

Beer/Soda  

Kidsô Crafts 

Good Company!  

More Details Coming Soon!  



West Plano Presbyterian 
Church 

www.westplanopresbyteri
an.org 

Grace Presbytery 
www.gracepresbytery.org 

Synod of the Sun 
http://www.synodsun.co

m/ 
Presbyterian Church 

(USA) 
http://www.pcusa.org/ 

Presbyterian Links 
These are good sources of in-

formation for all things Presby-

terian.  Get on the web and 

check them out! 

The Journal 

Monthly newsletter of 
West Plano  
Presbyterian Church 
2709 Custer Road 
Plano, TX 75075 
972-596-2415 
 
The Rev. Dr. David 

Batchelder, Pastor 
Betty Weckerly,  

Director of Christian 
Formation 

Martha Smith Hopson, 
Organist/Choir Mas-
ter 

Jeannie Chouinard, 
Administrative  
Assistant 

Jenny Mikhail,  
Newsletter Editor 
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Assistant Ministers, 
Lectors and  

Eucharistic Ministers 
Please remember to 

check the schedule to 
see when you are 

scheduled.  The sched-
ule is posted on the 

Worship Bulletin Board 
in the narthex and is 

also available online at 
http://

westplanopresbyte-
rian.org/worship.html 

Calling All Artists And Artisans  
West Plano Presbyterian Church  

is proud to announce the return of the  

Martha Rea Baker Art Festival  

Saturday, September 25  

5 pm to 8 pm  

Mark the date and make plans to exhibit your  

Paintings, Watercolors, Pottery,  

Handcrafted items or other original works  

The event is free. Refreshments and entertainment will 

be provided.  

Registration forms to exhibit will be available in the near 

future.  

This event is open to members of other churches or the 

community so alert your creative friends.  

On the seventh day, God 
rests. Jewish texts prohibit 
thirty-nine specific acts dur-
ing Sabbath - acts tradition-
ally associated with the re-
building of the temple in Je-
rusalem. If God could rest in 
creating the universe, God’s 
people could rest in the 
building of the sacred temple. 
. . . Beyond the legalism is an 
idea that by saying no to 
making some things happen, 

deep permission arises for 
other things to happen. 
When we cease our daily la-
bor, other things - love, 
friendship, prayer, touch, 
singing, rest - can be born in 
the space created by our rest. 
Walking with a friend, recit-
ing a prayer, caring for chil-
dren, sharing bread and wine 
with family and neighbors - 
those are intimate graces that 
need precious time and atten-

tion. . . . It’s not about legal-
ism and legislation, but about 
joy and the things that grow 
only in time. . . . As a begin-
ning, Rabbi Zalman suggest 
we begin the Sabbath simply 
by saying, "Today, I am going 
to pamper my soul." 

Wayne Muller in Sabbath: Restor-
ing the Sacred - Rhythm of Rest 

Sabbath Manna - Learning to Live the “Gift” 
By David Batchelder 

http://www.westplanopresbyterian.org
http://www.westplanopresbyterian.org
http://www.gracepresbytery.org
http://www.synodsun.com
http://www.synodsun.com
http://www.pcusa.org
http://westplanopresbyterian.org/worship.html
http://westplanopresbyterian.org/worship.html
http://westplanopresbyterian.org/worship.html


The Presbyterian 
Church U.S.A. just con-
cluded an important 
General Assembly 
where many important 
matters were consid-
ered and decided upon. 
These decisions will be 
making their way 
through the Presbyteri-
ans for vote. Grace 
Presbytery is already 
preparing itself for in-
formed and respectful 
discussion and deliberation. 
Following the General As-
sembly, the national leader-
ship released a church-wide 
pastoral letter that can be 

PYM Calendar 

August 1, 1 pm: Burgers, 
Catchup & Fun 

August 8, 5 pm: Planning 
for Congregation Din-
ner and More 

August 9-12: VBS 

August 15, 11:30 am: 
Sack Lunch & Set Up 
5 pm Dinner & Shar-

ing 
August 22, 5 pm – 

Schooldaze Devotions 
August 29, 11:30 am - 

Funday 

 

Dates and times subject 
to change -- remember 

to check your email! 
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found on the Internet at 

this link.  As you scroll 
down, you will find five 
PDF files pertaining to im-
portant matters that can 
easily be opened. These 

What Happened at General Assembly? 
By David Batchelder 

Jeremiah’s Plot — 17 Is Our Lucky Number! 
By Betsy Corlew 

Once again, seventeen 
dedicated Jeremiah garden-
ers as well as four volun-
teers from the Young 
Men’s Service League 
braved uncomfortable 
heat to do their part to 
tend to the mundane 
maintenance tasks re-
quired of a community 
garden. Weeding was the 
word of the day.  

The Plano Food 
Pantry donation from 
Jeremiah’s Plot on July 
17 included green beans, 
purple hull peas, jala-
peno and banana pep-
pers, potatoes, squash, 
cucumbers and canta-
loupe…an esti-
mated 10 to 12 
pounds of fresh 
fruit and vegeta-
bles. During the week to-
matoes, peppers, zucchini 
and okra were also taken to 

the food pantry. 
July in Jeremiah’s Plot 

has produced a bumper 

crop. Many gardeners ex-
pressed concern that vege-
tables were being lost to 

rot. Therefore, many gar-
deners (Pat and Martin Tay-
lor, Lou Anne Bottone and 

Debbie Stubbe) have 
made special Plano Food 
Pantry trips during the 
week to avoid heart-
breaking losses. These 
mid-week harvesting and 
donation trips are now 
official as gardeners Lou 
Anne Bottone and Marla 
Paul have volunteered to 
harvest and transport 
vegetables two to three 
times during the week. 

Lou Bottone reports, òI 

just got off the phone with 

Sharon at the Plano Food 

Pantry.  First and foremost, 

she is so appreciative of 

our donations and said 

what a great treat it is 

during these summer months for 

people to get fresh veggies in the 

sacks!!ó 

Jeremiahõs Plot 

Coming Events 

 

Membership in GISD ð 
Gardeners in Community 

Development 

 

Speaker from the  

Educational Community 
Garden  

Texas AgriLife Center, 
Coit Rd. ð tentatively 

scheduled September 

 

Oktoberfest 

for Jeremiahõs Plot 

a fun and foody time for 

all! 

Saturday, October 2nd 

include: Civil Union and 
Marriage, Form of Gov-
ernment, Middle East 
Peacemaking, Middle 
Governing Body Com-
mission, and Ordination 
Standards. I encourage 
you to take a look to see 
what is taking place 
among Presbyterians 
across our wider church. 

As we move into the 
fall, the Session will be 
looking more closely at 

the outcomes of the recent 
General Assembly and will 
provide a venue for the 
whole congregation to join 
the discussion. 

George Jacobi weeding in the garden ñ July 18, 2010 

http://ga219.pcusa.org/
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4. Social Service Agencies 

Local social service 
agencies refer families to 
FPCC where they will be 
screened for admission.  
The agencies may also help 
guests find independent 
housing, better jobs, and 
appropriate benefits.  

5. Transportation 

The FPCC van trans-
ports guests to and from 
the host church to the day 
center. 

We eagerly anticipate 

being able to serve our 

neighbors in this important 

way. If you have any ques-

tions please ask either 

Priscilla Kimery, Becki Wil-

liams, Richard Thompson, 

Debbie Stubbe or Betty 

Weckerly.  

Family Promise at WPPC: Some Details 
By Betty Weckerly 

As we anticipate the 
opening of Family Promise 
of Collin County, let’s look 
at what this might mean for 
us once again. As a faith 
family we will have many 
varied opportunities to 
serve children and their 
families who are temporar-
ily without a home. These 
families will come to us 
through the Family Promise 
very rigorous screening 
process. UP TO fourteen 
people (adults & children 
combined) will be the maxi-
mum number of guests we 
will have during our hosting 
week.  

How It Works 

There are five key com-
ponents.  

1. Host Church 

Hosting rotates weekly 

among the 10-13 host con-
gregations in the Family 
Promise of Collin County 
Network. In turn, each host 
congregation provides lodg-
ing in classrooms, three 
meals daily, and hospitality.  

2. Day Center 

Guests will use the local 
day center, in Lucas, from 8 
am to 5 pm, where the 
FPCC director, a profes-
sional social worker, pro-
vides case management ser-
vices. There, guests, as 
needed, will pursue employ-
ment, tend pre-school chil-
dren, shower, and do laun-
dry. The day center pro-
vides guests with a mailing 
address and a base for 
housing and employment 
searches. Many guests are 
employed during the day, 
and older children attend 

school.  

3. Volunteers 

Volunteers are the heart 
of the program. They can 
share their time and talents 
in many ways, usually just 
for a few hours every three 
months.  

¶ Cooking and serving 
meals 

¶ Playing with children 
and helping them with 
homework 

¶ Staying overnight at 
WPPC with guest fami-
lies (all in private 
spaces) 

¶ Just being there for 
children and their fami-
lies, showing them 
compassion and re-
spect, and sharing a 
sense of community 

Agenda for Texas Families 

Who: 1000 leaders from IAF organizations across Texas will gather to discuss what is important to us this legis-

lative session. 

What: We are developing a state-wide agenda for Texan families 

When: Saturday Aug. 28 9:30 am-3 pm (Bus will leave from Dallas at 5 am ) 

Where: Norris Conference Center, 4522 Fredricksburg Rd, San Antonio 78201 

Why: We will be articulating what we are hearing in our communities about how to support our families and 

communities. 

Education ð Re-examining public school financing and accountability 

Job training ð Continue funding for JET fund 

State budget ðThinking short-term and long-term about the debt crisis 

Immigration ð Supporting comprehensive immigration reform so we donõt become Arizona 

Health care ð Learn how healthcare reform affects you 

Sign up or contact 

Samanda González-Gronstal (for transportation assistance) 

214.229.1973 
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Food, Faith, and Family  

A Unique VBS  Experience for All 

Ages!  

August 9 -12, 2010 5:30-8 pm  

West Plano Presbyterian Church  

 (Just Eating? Practicing our Faith at the Ta-

ble)  

Monday : Nurturing the Body Isaiah 55:1 -2: 

(Nutrition)  

Tuesday : Hunger Lamentations, Jesus miracu-

lous feedings (Plano Food Pantries)  

Wednesday : Food and the Environment Gen 

1:29-31 (Jeremiahõs Plot)  

Thursday : Food and Community Matthew 

25:31-40 (impact of meals with family prom-

ise)  

All week : Galatians 5:22 -6:2 

Schedule:  

5:30: Gather/music Sanctuary  

6: Dinner in Fellowship Hall ñtable talk with 

prompts daily  

6:30-7:40 Adults Library  

6:30-7:00 Kids divide/age: story/crafts  

7:05-7:35 Kids divide/age: story/crafts  

7:45-8:00: music/wrap up Sanctuary  

Could it be that are you sense a call 

to help?  

Aug 1: 2 pm Volunteer training  

Needed : Supper assistance  

Storytellers for kids  

Reflecting on our stories leaders:  

Crafts  

Music  

Dramatic Play  

Facilitators for Adults  

 Nursery for babies  

Publicity  

Registration: pre and on site  

Attendance tracker  

WPPC Enjoying a Special Summer 
Treat 
By David Batchelder 

We have received the first 
"batch" of new hymns which 
the Presbyterian Hymnal 
Committee has asked our 
church to "test." We are 
among the privileged to be 
chosen for this purpose. 
Over these summer months 
one of our three hymns 
comes from this collection. 
Our plan is to use each 
hymn for two consecutive 
Sundays to give us a chance 
to learn and evaluate it.  

The Worship and Music 
Committee and Staff are 

As WPPC prepares for 
August’s Food Pantry Sun-
day, please keep the children 
returning to school in mind. 
Peanut butter, jelly, canned 
meats, bread, cereal, crack-

ers, fruit cups and other nu-
tritious child-friendly foods 
may help some of the stress 
of back to school for fami-
lies already struggling to 
make ends meet. 

offering a "voluntary" prac-
tice and conversation time 
before worship while we are 
in this period of "testing" 
hymns and other service mu-
sic. This "practice" pre-
service time begins at 9:40 
and run for 15 minutes until 
10:55 in the sanctuary.  

If you have comments or 
questions regarding these 
new hymns, please feel free 
to them with any of our staff 
or members of the Worship 
and Music Committee. 

Plano Food Pantry 

Back to School Special 
By Betsy Corlew 

Food Pantry donations loaded in Bill Calvertõs truck. 

Photo by Maggie Corlew 


