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Ash Wednesday Service -- February 17,7 pm

Words to Live By As We Begin Lent 2010

By David Batchelder

Sylvia Dunstan, (1955-
1993) a Canadian minister,
was one of the most gifted
contemporary hymn writers
before she died at the young
age of 38. Perhaps best known
to us at WPPC is her hymn,
Crashing Waters at Creation
which is a rich baptismal
poem. We will begin Lent
2010 with another of her
hymns to seed our souls for
the path through the desert to
Easter spring waters. The
hymn is titled, Bless Now, O
God, The Journey. This journey
begins with Ash Wednesday
and imposition of ashes. Our
service is set for Wednesday,

February 17 at 7 pm. Our
Lenten journey will lead us
past a ritual watering hole on
Sunday, February 28. At the
11 am service this day we will
hold the Rite of Wholeness.
This affords an opportunity
for any to come forward for
special prayer through the lay-
ing on of hands and anointing
with oil. As we anticipate our
annual discipline of keeping a
faithful Lent, I invite you to
savor the words of the first
verse in Dunstan’s hymn.

Bless now, O God, the journey
that all your people marke,

the path through noise and si-
lence,

the way of give and take.

The trail is found in desert
and winds the mountain round,
then leads beside still waters,
the road where faith is found.

Also, I invite you to pur-
chase a wonderful devotional
book as an aid to your Lenten
spiritual practice. The book,
written by Gail Ramshaw, is
titled, 40 Days and 40
Nights: Devotional for
Lent, and is offered to you
for just $5.00. It provides a
biblical image for each day in a
meditative format.

Food Pantry Sundays

By Bill Calvert

One of the missions of
WPPC is our food pantry col-
lection. Our commitment to
sharing the wealth from our
table with our neighbors has
become an important part of
our regular worship the 2nd
Sunday of each month. This
mission started small but has
grown into a successful effort
to supply goods to the needy
in our area. I am happy to say
it continues to grow. Recent
newspaper articles highlighting
food pantries in Plano and
Collin country have contrib-
uted to the increased aware-
ness of and some individual
inquiries have questioned as to

where specifically our dona-
tions go.

I do not recall when our
food pantry collection pro-
gram began; but when I was
asked to make the deliveries
almost 10 years ago our dona-
tions did and had always gone
to the Plano Food Pantry
(PEP).

The PFP is a mission of
the Holy Nativity Episcopal
church in East Plano. It has
its own building which is di-
vided into receiving, storage,
refrigeration, office and ser-
vice sections. The PFP build-
ing, its utilities and phone are

all supplied by the church.
There are no paid employees
at PFP. They operate 100%
volunteer staff. They are open
at 4 pm each week day for
receiving and distribution of
these products. They are also
open Saturday mornings.

Those in need, by calling
the Assistance Center of
Collin County, will have an
individual, customized cart
ready for their pick-up. It will
contain a week’s supply of
goods sufficient for the num-
ber and ages of the requesting
families. These goods include

(Continued on page 6)
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February Presbyterian Men February 26

. By Barbara Peterson Forever 39
Birthdays ;

By Mary Spradlin

92/ 01 The Presbyterian Men butter, maple syrup, etc. The
Fiona Purgerson meet the second Saturday main chefs are Gary Peterson, We thank Barb and Gary
Paul Taylor each month from September  John Hook and Rick Smith Peterson for hosting our Janu-
Kyle Webster through May. The group with many others pitchingin | ary meeting. A good time was
02/02 meets at the church for break- on set up, cooking, and clean | had by all. If you haven't at-
Ed Rose fast and fellowship at 8:30 up. Here are the dates for tended our food and fun get
02/03 a.m. There is no program, just  2009-2010, please mark your | togethers you don't know what
David Mack exciting conversations and calendars and join us! you miss. February meeting will
Bailey Anderson good food. We get to eat all February 13, 2010 be in the home of Nancy and
02/04 those things we don't usually Match 13. 2010 David Batchelder on February
Jana Loyd get - biscuits, sausage gravy, areh 25, 26. Address2216 Clermont,
02/08 eggs, cinnamon French toast, April 10, 2010 Plano. Please call Nancy at 972
Walter Helmick May 8, 2010 612-4697 or Mary Spradlin at
02/09 972 423-16062 for reservations.
Rachel McLain . You can come without reserva-
02/10 ECI!I‘IOIOI:sthp News tions -- it is just easier for the
Richard Thompson y Hilary Huison host home to have an idea how
02/11 The Euvonne R. Thomp- teacher or professor. many to prepare for. Bring food

Jean MacAndrew
Beth George

02/23
Lorraine Darley
02/25
Frank Camp (I11)
Frank Camp (IV)
02/26
Ruth Batchelder

Kimball Morrison
Krista Purgerson
02/27

Mark Jones
02/28

Dennis Hayman
Scott Purgerson

son Memorial Scholarship
committee is now taking ap-
plications. Information is
available online via a link on
the WPPC website to those in
the WPPC community inter-
ested in learning more about
this program. Applications
for scholarships will be ac-
cepted from high school sen-
iors or those attending college
who are active in the life of
WPPC, with a deadline of
February 28, 2010. The
process includes completion
of an application and a letter
of recommendation from a

For information about the
scholarship program and sub-
mitting applications, please
visit the link on the website
under “What’s New” or go
directly to it at the following
address: http://
www.westplanopresbyterian.o
rg/

thompson_scholarship.html .

Please direct questions you
may have to any of the schol-
arship committee members,
Hilary Hutson, Richard
Thompson, Betty Weckerly,
or Becki Williams.

to share, wine if you choose and
join us.

Newsletter

Deadlines
Feb 17, 2010

March 17, 2010
April 21, 2010

Saturday, February 13 -- 6 pm
Sharing Hearts

Musical Dinner
By Betty Weckerly

Sharing Hearts Musical
Dinner! Saturday, February
13 at 6 pm in Fellowship Hall.
Join us for an entertaining
evening, featuring the WPPC
Ensemble. Sponsored by
Christian Formation Commit-
tee, supporting the Youth
Mission Trip 2010.

Mission, Steward-
ship & Society
meeting has been
changed to Mon-
day, February 38 at
6:30 pm in the copy
room. Questions?
Contact Joyce
Jones.

Parents Connections
By Betty Weckerly

Parents of school agers:
Thanks to the hospitality of
Nancy and David Batchelder, a
dozen parents came together on
January 15 for a great evening.
Accompanied by great fellow-
ship, lots of food for thought
and future conversations were
shared by the more than dozen
folks in attendance. Some of the
topics shared include trust
(building, living with, keeping,
and regaining), use of time and
energies in hectic lives, step par-
enting, homework, living in
family as community, and more.
Both free form conversation
and focused topical conversa-
tions were mentioned as possi-
ble future needs. Keeping par-
ents connected with each other
and growing in faith is impor-
tant for all of us. We hope to
have all parents of school age
kiddos (K-12) gather again in

(Continued on page 3)
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Mexico Mission Update and Thank You!

By Jeanne Stone

We would like to thank
you for your ongoing sup-
port of our efforts to make
a difference in Mexico. It
takes a great deal of prayer,
time, talent and money to
proceed with our work pro-
jects at two orphanages, the
Senior Citizen Centers of
Mazamitla and rural moun-
tain folks.

Our Christmas fund
raiser was successful in pro-
viding Sweat Suits, School
Supplies, meat and dry
goods, Holiday Dinner,
games and personal gifts to
every child and caretaker at
the Huejotitan Home. Food
and cleaning supplies were
also given to the infants at
the Villa Orphanage.
Thanks to all that contrib-
uted! Special thanks to
Joyce Jones for her donation
of those great Posada Orna-
ments.

The Wine Tasting was
also a successful event. We
netted $2,100 after an eve-
ning of great wine, educa-
tion, silent auction, door
prizes and Chance Drawing]

We are planning our 8th
visit later this summer. Each
trip costs approximately
$6,500. Your generosity
makes this happen! Each
Mexican Team Member is
responsible for the cost of
their flight. This is approx
$550-$650 per person.

All donated money is
used to meet our goals of:

¢ Demonstrating Chris-
tian Love

o Adding life skills and
learning experiences to
children and adults

e Supporting education
by encouraging reading,
critical thinking and

creativity

o Assisting with the nutri-
tional needs of those
much less fortunate

¢ Providing both reading
glasses and customized
lenses to adults and chil-
dren

¢ Developing local
“mentors” to maintain
libraries, woodworking
skills, assist with trans-
portation needs of Sen-
iors, planting trees and
visiting the orphans.

If you are considering
joining us for this years’ trip,
please let the Mexican Mis-
sion Team know prior to
March 1, 2010. Muchas Gra-
cias!

Mary Ann Dudko,
George Jacobi, Joyce Jones

and Jeanne Stone, Mission
Team 2010

Christmas Joy Offering

By Joyce Jones

Thank you B°
for your gen-
erous contri-
butions to-
wards the
Christmas Joy
Offering this
past Decem-
ber. Together we contrib-
uted $835.92 in support of
one of our denomination’s
four special offerings.

A Presbyterian tradition
for almost 70 years, our
Christmas Joy Offering is
designated by the General
Assembly of the Presbyte-
rian Church (U.S.A)) to
provide congregations di-

§ rect ways of
supporting
specific

W causes that

¥ help those in

d need. 50 per-
cent of the
receipts to the
Christmas Joy Offering are
distributed to the Board of
Pensions for assistance pro-
grams that provide support
to retired and active church
workers and their spouses
and families. The other fifty
petcent supports Presbyte-
rian-related racial ethnic
education through the Gen-
eral Assembly Council.

%

April 17-18

Silent Auction
By Betty Weckerly

Silent Auction 2010 is
coming.....April 17/18!
Help the Youth help the
people of the Texas coast
still recovering from Hurri-
cane kel Let Betty, Laura,
Lauren know how you
would like to help us pre-
pare for this super event!

I
PYM Calendar

February 6, 10:30 am: En-
semble Practice

February 7, 5 pm: Final
planning for Sharing

Hearts Dinner February
13

February 13: 10:30 am En-
semble practice
time for set up for dinner
TBA
5 pm arrive
6 pm Sharing Hearts Din-
ner

February 14: Youth Sabbath
February 21, 5 pm: Haiti
Mission focus

February 28, 5 pm: Silent
Auction focus

March 26-28: YouthQuake
at Camp Gilmont
[mentor(s) needed]

April 15-18: Silent Auction

June 13-20: Mission Trip
2010

June 20-July 3: Duke Youth
Academy

July 12-17: Synod Youth
Workshop [mentor(s)
needed]

July 19-25: Youth Triennium

Dates and times subject to
change -- remember to
check your email!

Parents Connection, (Continned from page 2)
March.

Parents of infants and
young children; February 20
is the tentative date for the
next gathering. Any offers
for hosting possible pot luck
get together? Let Betty,
Mary Ann Dudko, or the
church office know ASAP.
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Presbyterian Women
. The Journal

By Sharon Finley
Monthly newsletter of
West Plano

The Presbyterian women. justice. Presbyterian Church

Women held their winter
meeting on Saturday, Janu-
ary 23, 2010. There were 22
women and their guests
present for a presentation
on Women in Islam. Our
guest speaker was Reem
Elghonimi who shared her
personal faith journey and a
power point program out-
lining the history and basic
information on her Islam
faith. It was interesting to
find how similar many of
our beliefs are and to un-
derstand some of the differ-
ences. There was good dia-
logue which went on for 2
Y% hours. It was so interest-
ing and educational we plan
to have her back, probably
at our first fall meeting.
Reem explained her own
experiences and some of
the misconceptions about
what Islam teaches about

The first insight shared
was that Islam is not just a
religion, but a way of
life. The Arabic word
'Islam' simply means
'submission', and detives
from a word meaning
'peace’. In a religious con-
text it means complete sub-
mission to the will of God.

Islam faith believes and
teaches:

e there is one God from
whom all creation and
all people come and to
whom we will all re-
turn.

¢ Each individual, man
and woman, is held
responsible to God for
their actions.

e God is a forgiving and
merciful God. That
God’s mercy overtakes

e their Holy Books in-
clude the Qur’an, the
Gospel, Psalms, Torah,
and the Scrolls.

e the 5 pillars
(cornerstones/
foundation/
framework) of Islam
are Profession of Faith;
5 Daily Prayers; Alms-
giving, Fasting during
Ramadan; and if possi-
ble making a Pilgrimage
to Makkah.

We look forward to our
next meeting with her and
invite all to watch for future
announcements and plan to
join us. Additional basic
information may be found
at http:
education/
understandingislamandmus-

lims

2709 Custer Road
Plano, TX 75075
972-596-2415

The Rev. Dr. David
Batchelder, Pastor

Betty Wecketly,
Ditector of Christian
Formation

Martha Smith Hopson,
Organist/Choir Mas-
ter

Jeannie Chouinard,
Administrative
Assistant

Jenny Mikhail,
Newsletter Editor

Marking Calendars for Pentecost’s SPECTACULAR Weekend

By David Batchelder

We are calling the entire
weekend of May 21 t023 -
Aflame with the Spirit of God.
WPPC plans to celebrate
the Feast of Pentecost with
a weekend of music, wor-
ship, and joy!

Friday, May 21 - 7 pm
- A Night with Jacob’s
Brass, featuring: Scott
Batchelder, Trumpet, Wil-
liam Gertlach, Trumpet, Zach
Quortrup, French Horn;
David Woger, Trombone; and

Phil Bessette, Tuba.

Saturday, May 22
(time to be determined) -
Jacob’s Brass and WPPC
Ensemble Side by Side
This exciting opportunity
gives our youth a chance to
play some great music and
pick up tips with the excel-
lent musicians of Indiana
University’s finest!

Sunday morning, May
23 -10 am - The Feast of

Pentecost - Word and
Sacrament with Jacob’s
Brass accompanying
WPPC’s Chancel Choir. Be
sure to wear red!

Sunday evening, May
23 - 6 pm - A Pentecost
Festival of Music featur-
ing WPPC’s Chancel
Choir with Jacob’s Brass
This evening presents a
special musical celebration
as a fitting climax to this
wonderful feast day.

Presbyterian Links
These are good sources of infor-
mation for all things Preshyte-
rian. Get on the web and check
them out!

West Plano Presbyterian
Church

www.westplanopresbyterian

LQ1Z
Grace Presbytery

www.gracepresbytery.org
Synod of the Sun
http://www.synodsun.com
VA

Presbyterian Church (USA)

http://www.pcusa.org

From his fullness we
have all recelved,
grace upown grace.

John 116
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63% of Americans say they know little of Muslims and 50% report they don't like them

Our Call to Love Our Neighbors Without Prejudice
Appears to Be Counter-cultural

By David Batchelder

Two-thirds of Ameri-
cans say they have little or
no knowledge of Islam. But
a new survey finds that
more than half of Ameri-
cans have an unfavorable
view of the faith, with
nearly as many people ex-
pressing negative feelings
toward its followers. The
following excerpts were
taken from the website of
the Episcopal Church
(USA)

According to
Bloomberg News:

Dalia Mogahed, executive
director of the Gallup
center, said that, while
other religious extrem-
ists are portrayed as
being outside the main-
stream, Islamic terror-
ists are described as
representatives of their
religion.

“Where a deranged pet-
son of a certain faith
commits a crime in the
name of their faith, we
look at these incidents
as someone misinter-

preting faith,” Mogahed
said. “When a terrorist
commits an act of vio-
lence in the name of
Islam, it is often times
framed as being de-
voted to the faith rather
than being deviant.”

And The Washington
Post picks up on an inter-
esting correlation:

In the Gallup poll, re-
spondents who said
they feel “a great deal”
of prejudice toward
Jews are very likely to
report feeling the same
level of bias toward
Muslims.

The full report of the
Gallup poll results is avail-
able at the Muslim West
Project (see below). There
you'll find more about the
correlation referred to
above: “Respondents who
say they feel 'a great deal' of
prejudice — or extreme
prejudice — toward Jews
are about 32 times as likely
[than those without that
prejudice] to report feeling

'a great deal' of prejudice
toward Muslims.” Further,
“Those who report feeling
no prejudice toward Jews
are more than 11 times as
likely to feel the same about
Muslims. Although, to a
lesser degree, the same pat-
tern is evident in attitudes
toward Christians. Those
who report no prejudice
toward Christians are more
than four times as likely to
also report no prejudice
toward Muslims.” And
evangelical Christians were
1.4 times more likely than
the general population to
report prejudice toward
Muslims.

We are grateful for the
opportunity given WPPC
women in January work
towards a better and more
respectful understanding of
the Muslim faith. http://
www.muslimwestfacts.com
/mwf/125315/

Reli-
gious Perceptions America

-ASPX

Valentine Box Time!

By Betty Weckerly

This year is new, but the
tradition is not! As we frolic
through February, our plans
for the traditional sharing
of hospitality through our
Valentine Boxes for our
college kids continues.
Please make sure that we
have the correct mailing
addresses for your sons/

daughters. Let Beth George
or Betty know ASAP. Also,
we need goodies appropri-
ate for shipping, so any lit-
tle treats you are able to
share would be gratefully
welcomed.

Packing date for the
boxes will be February 8.
So, share addresses now

and bring treats by Febru-
ary 7.

Our college crew is a
spread from Lubbock to
Alabama, from Austin to
New York City and well
beyond. Join us in remem-
bering them in this loving
way for Valentine’s Day.

Diaconal Ministry
to WPPC Home-
bound

By David Batchelder

As part of WPPC’s min-
istry of intentional care, our
deacons have arranged for
volunteers to serve as care-
givers to those who are re-
stricted to their homes for
reasons of health and ad-
vancing age. Such ministry
includes regular contacts,
remember birthdays, and
reporting back with special
concerns. This ministry is
open to all interested and
not limited to those whose
names appear below. Please
contact Pat Bardsley if you
would like to know more.

Molly Chapman and
Libby Emerson

Nancy Stevens & Jean
Chapoton, Care-givers

Gerry Benum

Ollze Morgan, Care-giver
Ann Goff

Barb Peterson, Care-giver
Jean MacAndrew
Sharon Finley, Care-giver
Isis and Ramses Mikhail
Lee Ann Lugo, Care-giver
Lee Jones

Susan Latsha & Pat Tay-
lor, Care-givers

Maurine Pennington

Susan Latsha & Pat Tay-
lor, Care-givers

Jim Boswell

Jean Chapoton, Care-giver
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Food Pantry Sundays, (Continned from
page 1)

canned items, dry packaged
products, toiletries, meat
and eggs. In addition, in
the pick-up area, there are
carts containing items the
PFP have in surplus for
those customers and any
drop-in needy folk. The
October 2009 records show
they supplied 600 needy
people. There may be more
uncounted due to the walk

in program.

Our food pantry collec-
tion program is one with
several other churches who
support PFP. The Boy
Scout food drive is a large
supporter. Local businesses
support PFP by supplying
money and food cards.
Money is used to purchase
meat, eggs, bread and other
perishables and items re-
quiring refrigeration.

The PFP mission state-
ment is attached to their
front door and is from
Mathew 25:30: “For I was
hungty and you gave me

food.”

I am fortunate to be a
part of WPPC’s food pantry
collection mission. Our
support has grown over
time to an overflowing pick
-up truck load each month.
I have no specific informa-

pantry collection opera-
tions; but some are located
in commercial space, surely
with utility costs and some
have paid employees. The

PFP is a2 100% no cost —

tion on other area food

100% all giving operation.
They thank us for partici-
pating in their mission and
they look forward to the
success of our Jeremiah’s
Plot as fresh produce is in
great need.

Worship Leaders Schedule -- February & March

8:30 11:00
Assist. Min- Eucharistic Assist. Minis- Eucharistic Minis- Offertory Proces-
Date ister Ministers ter Lector ters sion
McLain Family,
Jo Mueller, Pat Tay- Sara Jo Mueller,
lor, Frank & Cindy  Frank & Cindy
Feb7 Betsy Corlew Larry Read Jenny Mikhail Nancy Heath Camp Camp
Mary Ann Jean Chapoton, McLeod Family,
Feb 14 Dudko Pat Bardsley Jenny Mikhail  Miles Hutson Hilary Hutson Hutson Family
Sharon Finley, Rob McLain Family,
McLain Sara Jo Mueller
Bob Ganson, Ellen Paul Taylor, Cindy
Morton, Paul Taylor, Camp, George
Feb 17 7:00 PM Frank Camp Bob Ganson Ken George Family
Ash Wednesday
Mary Ann Nancy Batchelder, Mikhail Family,
Feb 21 Dudko Barb Peterson  Sami Mikhail ~ Thomas McLeod David Ramsbottom David Ramsbottom
Laura Robinson, Laura Robinson,
John Hook Hutson Family
Myra Boswell, Pat  Myra Boswell, Pat
Feb 28 George Jacobi Gary Peterson  Sami Mikhail ~ Jean Chapoton Taylor Taylor
Becki and Mike Wil- Becki and Mike
liams Williams
Cheryl Betty Weckerly, Betty Weckerly,
Mar7 George Jacobi Helmick Jo Mueller Peter Mikhalil Paul Taylor Paul Taylor
Jim Jacobs, Ken Jim Jacobs,
George George Family
Ellen Morton, Sta-  Jo Mueller, Stacey
Mar 14 Sandra Calvert Al Baume Jo Mueller Bob Ganson cey Camp and Robert Camp
Diane Ganson, Kyle and Madison
John Hutson Webster
Lauren Fleming, Linda & Lauren
Joyce Jones, Lori  Fleming, Emily Mik-
Nelson, Jenny Mik- hail, Debbie &
Mar 21 Sandra Calvert Larry Read Priscilla Kimery Emily Mikhail hail Shelby Stubbe



