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WPPC Announces Interim [

Music

By Don Denzin, Chair of Personnel and the Interim Search Committee [other meml|

David Batchelder]

As you know, we have begun our
search for a Director of Music and Or-
ganist to succeed Martha Hopson. We
expect the important work of identifying
and assessing candidates to take several
months because we are committed to a
thorough process in all respects. As this
search unfolds, we are pleased to an-
nounce that we have engaged an out-
standing liturgical musician and choral di-
rector for the interim period. Rozanna
Vancil Goocey will join the WPPC staff
on January 25. She will participate as our
Choir Director and Organist on January

29" for her first Sunday in worship
Rozanna has several years of success-

ful experience as a Director of Music and
Organist in the Episcopal Church in
North Carolina. She came to the Dallas
area in 2010 to attend Southern Method-
ist University where she will earn a Mas-
ters of Sacred Music degree with empha-
sis in Choral Conducting in May 2012.
She also holds a Bachelor of Music degree
in Organ and Sacred Music from East Car-
olina University. Rozanna is the winner of
the 201 | Roger Deschner Prize in Sacred
Music from SMU's Perkins School of The-
ology. While attending SMU she has
served as a music intern at Wilshire Bap-
tist Church in Dallas. She earned her Ser-
(Continugd on

Emptying the Nest

By Betty Weckerly

Parenting young people
as they approach adult-
hood can seem daunting
and delightful at the same
time. We have been ex-
ploring some resources
that might be helpful and
will be beginning a series of
study gatherings focused
on this rollercoaster time
of life.

“Brad Sachs has pro-
duced an excellent book that

captures the obstacles, chal-
lenges, and joys of helping
young adults achieve inde-
pendence...”

—Robert Brooks, PhD.
Faculty, Harvard Medical
School

The book to which Dr.
Brooks is referring is Emp-
tying the Nest: Launching
Your Young Adult toward
Success and Self-Reliance
by Brad Sachs, PhD.

“No matter how much
love and support was of-
fered, no matter how
many extracurricular activ-
ities were excelled in, no
matter how high their
GPAs or SATs or ACTs—
....one’s tenure as a parent
has not been fulfilled unless
and until one’s children can
stand on their own
feet.” (Sachs, Emptying the

(Continue)
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January
Birthdays

01/03
Ken George
01/04
Lee Ann Lugo
Kate Ramsbottom
01/06
Jeanne Stone
01/10
Sharon Finley
01/13
Bill Brooks
Martha Hopson
George Jacobi
01/17
Pamela Heath
Jerry Covington
Sara Jo Mueller
01/24
Mike Burt
01/25
John Campagna
01/28
Virgil Robinson

Martha Hopson Special Celebration «

By David Batchelder

Please plan on joining
us after the Sunday ser-
vice on January 15,
2012 for a Special Cele-
bration in honor of Mar-
tha Hopson's retirement
and her 14 years of faith-
ful service to WPPC.

We have been so
honored and blessed to
have had Martha's lead-
ership, direction and tal-
ent these many years.
She will leave to us the

WPPC Celebrates Epiphany on 1

By David Batchelder

Join us on Thurs-
day, January 5 at 7
pm, for a service cele-
brating Epiphany. The
Twelve Days of Christ-
mas come to an end with
the setting of the sun at
which time arrives the
Feast of Epiphany. The
meaning of the word
“Epiphany” points to the
nature of this festival as
the manifestation of
God’s salvation to the
world. As the “light re-
vealed to the nations,”
Jesus shines forth with
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legacy of a well-trained
choir, skilled in many
difficult works; scores of
wonderful musical pro-
ductions; and a transfor-
mational musical liturgy
that has truly set WPPC
apart as a leader in litur-
gical renewal.

We have also been
blessed that with Martha
came the faithful assis-
tance of her husband
Hal, who along with as-

the love of God.

To this good news
did Zechariah sing, “By
the tender mercy of our
God, the dawn from on
high will break upon us,
to give light to those
who sit in darkness and
in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the
way of peace” (Luke
1:78,79). Since a primary
symbol for Epiphany is
light, we will make sub-
stantial use of candlelight
making this service
unique from all others.

sisting Martha, lent us his
remarkable composition
talents, and the honor of
being first to perform
many of his latest works.

It has truly been a joy
to have had Martha and
Hal with us for so long,
and we wish them all the
Best in this newest adven-
ture in their lives! Please
come join us for this Spe-
cial Celebration!

Following this ser-
vice, all worshipers are
invited to the home of
David and Nancy
Batchelder for our end
of the Christmas season
celebration. In keeping
with the shared hospitali-
ty practiced at Forever
39'ers and Reel to Real,
those coming to this af-
ter-liturgy-party are en-
couraged a bottle of
wine to share and some-
thing to munch on.



Calling All MémBeis WPPC Annual Meeting

By David Batchelder

Join us for the 2012 An-
nual Meeting on Sunday,
January 29 at 5 pm.

As always, we begin with
our famous Pot Luck Sup-
per. This year we have much
to talk about together as we
look ahead. The purpose will
be to hear presented the
2012 Budget, elect new
members to the Session,
Diaconate, and (as required
by the Book of Order) re-

Monday Lectdfmaship LeademT Feebmgry 4

StudyMLS

By David Batchelder

January 9" begins a new
opportunity led by David for
anyone interested in a study/
discussion of the upcoming
Sunday lectionary texts. We
will meet at 11:30 am for
an hour and adjourn
promptly at 12:30 pm. We
will gather in Classroom 8 -
last room on the right down
the hall. Digging into the
coming scriptures offers
many rewards especially on
Sunday when we gather to
hear the Word read and
preached. You will find your
experience of the worship
service deepened and en-
hanced having shared in such
an opportunity. Come and
see . . . for yourself!

view the pastor’s Terms of
Call.

In particular, please note
these subjects of significance:

I. Session strategies for
handling the budget defi-

cit

2. Proposal for a WPPC
Columbarium - Should

we proceed?

3. Director of Music search
process - updates with

By Frank Camp

The Worship and Music
Committee has scheduled a
worship leaders training ses-
sion for Saturday, Febru-
ary 4,9 am to 12 noon at
the church. All who serve as
Assisting Ministers, Lectors,
Eucharistic Ministers, and
Ushers should plan to attend
this training, even if you have
attended previous training
sessions in past years. Many
of our procedures have

Interim Director of
p ade

vice Playing Certificate from
the American Guild of Or-
ganists in 2006. Her husband,
Joshua, is an ordained minis-
ter of the Disciples of Christ.
He serves as the Pastor of
the First Christian Church in

Anna.

Q&A
. Status of A/C and heater
units in library and sanc-

N

tuary
5. Lenten journey of prayer
and reflection
. New Hymnals due out in
2013
7. Easter Book study pre-

o

view
8. ... and other updates as
warranted

changed, so all will be
trained to the most current
procedures. Also, those
who have not been serving
as worship leaders but
would like to do so are invit-
ed to attend this training. If
you have questions about
this training, please call Cin-
dy or Frank Camp, Worship
Committee Co-Moderators,
972-596-4075.

Mus i We feeloveryi footanate r o m

to have established this rela-
tionship. We know you will
join the Interim Search
Committee in welcoming
Rozanna Vancil Goocey as
WPPC's interim Director of

Music and Church Organist.
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Presbyterian YoutmMEmgings and Beginnings

By Betty Weckerly

In December our Presby-
terian Youth Ministries fo-
cused on worship, mission,
and fun!! Three of our sen-
iors, Emily Mikhail, Kyle
Webster, and Nick Swanson,
led our congregation each
Wednesday in our services
of Advent Evening Prayer.
Rick Smith and Stacey Camp,
along with Betty, drove the
shopping crew of Kyle, Pe-
ter, Nick, Maddie, Emily, and
Alex to Walmart for our
annual Toys for Tots Christ-
mas giving project. After a
tasty lunch at the Walmart
McDonalds, we split into
sibling pairs (can you imagine
this?), the gang dispersed to
find toys/items for needy
boys and girls! We closed
our outing with a trip into
our sanctuary where we im-
agined the kiddos who
would receive our gifts and
offered our prayers for them
and their families. Thanks to
all who contributed to this
project and to Jeannie
Chouinard and hubby, Ray,
for delivering the toys!!

Our December giving
focus did not stop there.
Thomas, Rachel, Peter, Kir-

Emptying the

Nest)

Together, let’s see if Dr.
Brooks’ review holds true
and what pearls Dr. Sachs
has to offer us. Our first
gathering for any interested

by, Alex, Emily, Nick, Herbie,
and Maggie all learned more
about the children and youth
who live in the orphanages
adopted by our congrega-
tion. We discussed the fact
that Christ is present in each
of them as in each of us and
considered ways we could
support them throughout
the year. Each of these youth
picked a photo of one of the
children, youth or adults
from the orphanage or sur-
rounding countryside. Our
youth committed to pray
specifically for their chosen
foreign friend from that day
forward.

The giving of ourselves
continued when we
branched out to the commu-
nity in our annual caroling
event. Thanks to Duane
Weckerly for arranging for a
surprise caroling for our
friend Jean MacAndrew and
the other residents of Sun-
rise Senior Living! Hal Hop-
son announced at Sunrise,
that the evening was a first
for him: the first time he ev-
er led an instrumental en-
semble with live music
stands! Yep, music for our

Nest 1) ( cowillbe oaSunday, Jangary

8 at 11:15 am in the Ses-
sion Copy Room. Further
study sessions will be calen-
dared at that time in order
to best meet everyone’s
needs.

tuba, flute, clarinets, bass
clarinet, euphonium, French
horn, and more was held by
living music stands (Pollux,
Herbie, Maggie, Rachel, and
Thomas)! Eighteen youth
(including four college aged
carolers) and five adults end-
ed up back at the home of
Stacey and Robert Camp for
a rousing gift exchange and
fun party!!

With our year ending on
such a great note, it is terrif-
ic that we being the new
year with our service! Janu-
ary |, our PYM will be pri-
mary set up crew as we pre-
pare to greet our guests as
part of Family Promise of
Collin County for the week.

On January 22 we will
have an important lunch
meeting for all youth and
parents. Agenda items for
the lunch meeting include
SHYC, MISSION TRIP 2012,
Youthquake, fundraisers in-
cluding Silent Auction and
Car Show.

As always, our youth and
their adult mentors welcome
your support in prayer and
encouragement!
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Coming ®ddlass of 2012, PYM Calendar

201 | passed so quickly
for all of us, but probably
fastest of all for our high
school seniors and their fam-
ilies. The class of 2012 at
WPPC includes Kyle Web-
ster, Emily Mikhail and
Nick Swanson from Plano
East, Miles Hutson and
Brian Schattle from Plano
Senior and Megan McLain
from Plano West.

In the next few months,
look for blurbs from our
graduates to be:

1 February Newsletter :
Kyle Webster and Nick
Swanson

. March Newsletter :
Emily Mikhail and Megan
McLain

1 April Newsletter
Miles Hutson and Brian
Schattle
And remember to keep

these children of our church

family in your prayers as
they consider the next chap-
ter of their lives

Kudos for Kids

Last fall, 191 PISD sen-
iors received Letters of
Commendation from the
National Merit Scholarship
Corporation in recognition
of their outstanding academ-
ic progress, specifically that
they are among more than
two thirds of the high scor-
ers on the PSAT/NMSQT
test. Three of them are part
of the WPPC family: Miles
Hutson , PSHS, and Kyle
Webster and Emily Mi-
khail (PESH).

The debate team at

PSHS (which includes Miles
Hutson ) has made it to
round 32 in one of the larg-
est international debate
competitions in the world,
the International Public Poli-
cy Forum Debate, sponsored
by Bickel and Brewer and
New York University. The
PSHS debate team is the de-
fending champion, and is
among six Texas teams vying
for the $10,000 first prize.
Kyle Webster made
All Region Band following
auditions in December.

Sunday, January 1: | 1:45 am—Family
Promise Set Up

Sunday, January 8: Worship Workshop
L V)

Sunday, January 15: Special Event

Sunday, January 22: Parents’ Pot Luck
lunch with Youth—MT, CBBC, etc.

January 27-29: SHYC (V) Return in time
for WPPC Annual Meeting’

Saturday, February 4: 9 am—Special
Worship Training

Sunday, February 5: Souper Bowl of Car-
ing (L) (V) Hang out/ Silent Auction

Sunday, February 12: Silent Auction (L)
V)

Sunday, February 19: Worship Work-
shop (L)

Wednesday, February 22: Ash Wednes-
day

Sunday, February 26: Leap Sunday: CBBC
(L) (V)

Wednesday, February 29 : Lenten Evening
Prayer

March 3 -4: Cardboard Box City (V)

f Youth Needs : Calendar management
appropriate for youth and their hectic
lives. Support and activities for growing
in faith as well rounded Christian youth

1 Meeting times : Youth will meet at
[2:15 Sundays

1 (L) indicates lunch donations welcomed
1 (V) indicates adult volunteers needed
1 Parents & volunteers will be contacted

via email. Youth are contacted via Face-
book and text as per their request.
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WPPC Sanctuary during Advent WPPC Youth Ensemble caroling at Jean MacAndrew’s resi-
Photo by Bob Morton dence.
Photo by Sami Mikhail

2012 Flower & Hospitality
Sign up Calendars are now up
in the Narthex.
Dates fill up quickly, so sign
up today!

Monthly newsletter of West Plano
Presbyterian Church

Meals prepped and ready for the freezer, ready to help care
2709 Custer Road for church members in need.
Plano TX 75023 Photo by Bob Morton
972-596-2415

www.westplanopresbyterian.org

The Rev. Dr. David Batchelder, Pastor Remlnder
Dr. Betty Weckerly, Director of Christian WedHESd ay N Ig ht Supper & Stud,

Formation
Martha Smith Hopson, Organist and Choir Resumes ‘Janua‘ry 4
Director Join us at 6 pm for supper,

Jeannie Chouinard, Administrative Assistant

followed by study at 6:30 pm

Jenny Mikhail, Newsletter Editor


http://www.westplanopresbyterian.org/

