
to any who may be joining us 
either for the very first time or 
be rejoining us after a time 
away. In order to make sure 

that all feel welcome and have 
appropriate space for this hos-
pitality, there will be both tra-
ditionally organized adult 
friendly refreshments along 
with designated food/beverage 
for the young children in the 
Kids‘ Corner. A group of our 

THE JOURNAL 

September 2010 

In This Issue — 

Presbyterian Women September Meeting—Page 2 

Forever 39 — Page 2 

Wednesday Night Study/PYM Update — Page 3 

Martha Rea Baker Art Festival/Sabbath Manna — Page 4 

DAI Update — Page 7 
Th

e
 J

o
ur

na
l 

M
O

N
T

H
L

Y
 

N
E

W
S

L
E

T
T

E
R

 
O

F
 

W
E

S
T

 
P

L
A

N
O

 
P

R
E

S
B

Y
T

E
R

I
A

N
 

C
H

U
R

C
H

 

Sunday Christian Formation at WPPC 
By Betty Weckerly  

Beginning August 22, our 
experiences of growing in 
faith look and feel a bit differ-
ent in that the flow of time 
together will change from in 
the past. We will begin in 
worship, and from worship 
will move to encounter the 
gift of holy hospitality in two 
ways; the sharing and receiv-
ing of refreshments and fel-
lowship. 

Understanding hospitality 
as a holy gift has long been 
part of the culture of our 
church. We have been 
known for years as being 
friendly and caring. Position-
ing a time of sharing refresh-
ment and fellowship for all 
ages after worship gives us the 
opportunity to interact with 
each other and be welcoming 

members has been in planning 
to coordinate this hospitality 
piece of our morning. Specific 
―hosts‖ (adults paired with 
some of our older elementary 
age youth) will be identified 
for the children‘s time and 
refreshments. 

Following this experience in 
fellowship, at 11:15 am all 
ages are invited to participate 
in more structured formation 
sessions. These sessions are 
designed in a specific manner: 

Infants and preschoolers: 
will gather in the nursery and 
adjacent classroom. 

School age: K-12 will be-
gin in the Kids‘ Corner as one 
group for opening which will 
include sharing where we no-
ticed God recently and scrip-

(Continued on page 6) 

New Sunday  
Schedule 

9:30 am — Worship 
10:45 am — Fellow-

ship/Coffee Time 
11:15 am — Faith 

Formation for all ages 

Connecting the Dots 
By David Batchelder 

Two recent articles caught 
my attention and I wonder 
what you make of them. The 
first appeared in the August 7, 
2010 edition of the New York 
Times and was republished in 
the Dallas Morning News 
POINTS on Sunday, August 
10. It is written by former min-
ister G. Jeffrey MacDonald, 
who had this to say in his arti-
cle: 

The pastoral vocation is 
to help people grow spiritu-
ally, resist their lowest im-

pulses and adopt higher, 
more compassionate ways. 
But churchgoers increasingly 
want pastors to soothe and 
entertain them. It‘s apparent 
in the theater-style seating 
and giant projection screens 
in churches and in mission 
trips that involve more sight-
seeing than listening to the 
local people. . . . The trend 
toward consumer-driven 
religion has been gaining 
momentum for half a cen-
tury. . . . In this transforma-

tion, clergy have seen their 
job descriptions rewritten. 
They‘re no longer expected 
to offer moral counsel in 
pastoral care sessions or to 
deliver sermons that make 
the comfortable uneasy. . . . 
In the early 2000s, the advi-
sory committee of my small 
congregation in Massachu-
setts told me to keep my 
sermons to 10 minutes, tell 
funny stories and leave peo-
ple feeling great about them-

(Continued on page 5) 
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September 

Birthdays 
09/01 

Sarah Lindley 

09/02 

Diane Ganson 

09/06 

Mary Scheurer 

09/08 

Michael Jones 

John Batchelder 

Scott Batchelder 

09/17 

Dean Stubbe 

09/19 

Heidi Batchelder 

09/22 

Brian Russell 

09/23 

Mary Ann Dudko 

Newsletter  

Deadlines 

Sept  22, 2010 

Oct. 20, 2010 

Nov. 17, 2010 

At the Congregational 
Meeting we began a conversa-
tion about WPPC - who we 
are and where we‘re going. 
The Session invited you all to 
share in a conversation group. 
Our Clerk of Session, Cheryl 
Helmick and Becki Williams 
have been planning for the 

Be Part of the Conversation! 

discussion and scheduled the 
first session for a Sunday in 
August. So far, fifty people 
have signed up to join a dis-
cussion group. If you didn‘t 
sign up but would like to par-
ticipate, please call Cheryl or 
email her at 
cwhelm1@tx.rr.com. 

Jeremiah’s Plot 

Coming Events 

Membership in GISD – 
Gardeners in Commu-

nity Development 

 
Speaker from the  

Educational Commu-
nity Garden  

Texas AgriLife Center, 
Coit Rd. – tentatively 
scheduled September 

 

Presbyterian Women 
on September 11 
By Sharon Finley 

Please join the women of 
the church for a casual breakfast 
on Saturday, September 11. 
We will be looking for the Win-
ter-Spring event ideas and ven-
ues. Be thinking about whether 
you want Reem to return as our 
guest speaker on Islam in Janu-
ary if she is available. Feel free 
to bring a guest. It will be a time 
of scintillating dialogue and gas-
tronomical cuisine. Dutch 
Treat. 

When: 9 am, Saturday, Sep-
tember11 

Where: Aparacio's Restau-
rante Mexicano, 1001 E. 
18th Street (just west of 
Ave K). Additional park-
ing is available just across 
the DART rail tracks. 

Save the Date — Saturday October 2 

Oktoberfest in the Garden 

Brats 

Sauerkraut, pretzels, etc. 

Beer/Soda 

Kids’ Crafts 

Good Company! 

More Details Coming Soon! 

Called Meeting  
of the Congrega-
tion Sunday,  
September 5 

The Session has called a 
meeting of the Congregation 
on Sunday, September 5, 
2010, immediately after the 
9:30 a.m. worship service. 
The purpose of the meeting is 
to elect Susan Latsha, Duane 
Weckerly and Carole Young 
to serve in the diaconal minis-
try of West Plano Presbyte-
rian Church. 

September 24 — 6:30 pm 

Forever 39 
By Mary Spradlin 

Forever 39 will resume on 
Friday, September 24 at 
6:30 pm at Mary Spradlin's 
house (4003 Windream Ln. 
Parker TX – Allen Mapsco) 

Pot luck dinner with 
games to follow. Bring food 
and/or wine. Guests are wel-
come. 

Several have offered to 

host for the coming year but 
we still have some vacancies. 
Open dates include: Decem-
ber. 31 (instead of the 4th 
Friday)., January.28., February 
24 or March 29. All months 
could use co-hosts, so feel 
free to volunteer. I will have 
the list ready. 

Attention Artists! 

Now is the time to get 
your artwork ready for the 
Martha Rea Baker Art Festival 
on Saturday, September 25. 

Please fill out the forms 
for your artwork.  Works may 

be brought to the church in 
the afternoon and evening of 
September 24 and after 1 pm 
on Saturday, September 25.  
Sign up sheets are in the nar-
thex.   

mailto:cwhelm1@tx.rr.com
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Wednesday Night Fall Study 
By Charles Taylor 

What happened to the 
churches the Apostle Paul 
established when he was 
dead and gone? 

And what 
about the 
churches the 
Apostle Peter 
founded once 
he, too, was 
gone? 

Then there 
were the 
churches led by 
the Apostle 
John and the 
Jewish-Gentile 
churches influenced by the 
Apostle Matthew.  What 
about all of these? 

These and other ques-
tions are addressed by Ray-

mond E. Brown in his 
book, The Churches the 
Apostles Left Behind, the 

textbook to 
guide our cur-
rent Wednesday 
Bible study.  The 
books and a 
reading guide are 
available in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
The cost of the 
book is $9.50. 

Dinner is at 6 
pm, with the 
study following 
at 6:30 pm.  

Choir practice commences 
at 7:30 pm. 

You will need your Bible 
for this study.  Everyone is 
invited — youth and adults 
alike. 

Presbyterian Women—Save the Date 

Fall Retreat 2010 

 
When: Friday October 29, 6 pm - to about 10 pm 

6 pm - Gathering Time 
7 pm – Supper, then Program and White Elephant 

Gift Exchange 
 

Guest Speaker: Rev. Bev Hughes will lead our study 
on the book of Ruth 

 
Mission Focus: Collin County Children‘s Advocacy 
Center—see additional info sheets. They welcome 

checks, NEW Teddy Bears or clothing for the Rain-
bow Room 

 
Overnight accommodations are available for any who 

want to stay. 
 

Saturday October 30 
8 – 8:30 am Breakfast---please let us know if you are 

planning to join us 
9 am – Program continues 

The retreat will be over about noon, with a quick 
clean-up before we leave. 

 
Where: Springhill Retreat Center 

3991 E. Renner Road 
Richardson, TX 75082-2501 

 
Cost: TBA 

Do not let cost prohibit you from coming. Contact 
one of the officers if you need financial assistance. 

 
What to bring: YOURSELF, a friend, Bible, pencil 
and paper, and a white elephant gift wrapped for a 

fun gift exchange. If staying overnight: a sleeping bag, 
pillow, toiletries, and towel; games, book to read, etc. 

PYM Update 

Back to School 
By Betty Weckerly 

August heat found our 
youth eager to share their 
summer adventures and to 
gather in preparation for a 
new school year! We wel-
comed our incoming sixth 
graders: Matt George, Her-
bie Corlew, Jennie Hutson, 
and Maggie Corlew at our 
School Daze Devotional 
time on the Sunday evening 
before school started. 
Grounded in who we 
are....."Children of God" we 
talked about ways that our 
true identities could be lost. 

We explored and anchored 
ourselves in positive ways 
to remember that as God's 
own, we will grow and 
change but remain God's 
beloved. Thanks to Ken 
George for volunteering his 
presence to our time to-
gether. 

Upcoming dates we 
know include  Pizza, Plan-
ning and Playing on August 
29, "Blessing of the Pets" 
on October 2 (yep Saturday 
morning), Six Flags Haunt-
ing on October 10. 

You and YOUth 
By Betty Weckerly 

Are you interested in 
helping with our Presbyte-
rian Youth Ministries in any 
way? We welcome dona-
tions of  snacks and meals 
for our Sunday gatherings 
at 12:15 pm. We also wel-

come your presence for any 
activities.  

Please let Betty Weckerly 
or Kevin Craig know of 
your availability to assist 
with PYM. 
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Assistant Ministers, 
Lectors and  

Eucharistic Ministers 
Please remember to 

check the schedule to 
see when you are 

scheduled.  The sched-
ule is posted on the 

Worship Bulletin Board 
in the narthex and is 

also available online at 
http://

westplanopresbyte-
rian.org/worship.html 

Calling All Art Lovers  
West Plano Presbyterian Church  

is proud to announce the return of the  

Martha Rea Baker Art Festival  

Saturday, September 25  

5 pm to 8 pm  

The event is free. Refreshments and entertainment will 

be provided.  

Biblical scholars agree 
that the phrase "God cre-
ated" would be better trans-
lated "when God began to cre-
ate." So the story literally be-
gins" In a beginning, when God 
began to create the heavens and the 
earth . . . Creation, then, is an 
ongoing story of new begin-
nings, opportunities to begin 
again and again. . . Later, in 
the book of Exodus, we read, 
"In six days God made heav-

ens and earth, and on the 
seventh day God rested and 
was refreshed. Here, the 
word, "refreshed," literally 
means, and God exhaled. The 
creation of the world was like 
the life-quickening inhale; 
Sabbath is the exhale. . . 
Without the Sabbath exhale, 
the life-giving inhale is im-
possible. 

Wayne Muller in Sabbath: 
Restoring the Sacred - Rhythm of 

Rest 

Sabbath Manna - Learning to Live the 
“Gift” 
By David Batchelder 

Kids Korner  

10:45-11:15 am 

Fun ð Food ð 

Fellowship  

Meet Us In 

Room 2! 

Nominating Committee:  

Discerning the Call for Church Leadership 

The Nominating Com-
mittee has begun the process 
of discerning God's call to 
those persons who will best 
serve WPPC's current and 
future challenges. Each year 
we invite the congregation to 
submit the names of church 

members deemed best able 
to serve as elders. These per-
sons will be considered, 
among others, in the nomi-
nating process. The election 
will take place in January 
2011 at the annual Congre-
gational Meeting. All names 

must be submitted by the 
end of this month to Mary 
Ann Dudko, 972.424.8976 
or madudko@aol.com. 
Please contact Mary Ann 
with any questions. 

http://www.westplanopresbyterian.org
http://www.westplanopresbyterian.org
http://www.gracepresbytery.org
http://www.synodsun.com
http://www.synodsun.com
http://www.pcusa.org
http://westplanopresbyterian.org/worship.html
http://westplanopresbyterian.org/worship.html
http://westplanopresbyterian.org/worship.html


selves. The unspoken 
message in such instruc-
tions is clear: give us the 
comforting, amusing fare 
we want or we‘ll get our 
spiritual leadership from 
someone else. 
I know many of you saw 

this article because you 
brought it to my attention. 
There are, indeed, many 
churches whose Sunday 
worship takes shape accord-
ing to popular cultural 
forms of entertainment. We 
are now in a time with an 
abundance of Sunday alter-
natives even as church at-
tendance is in decline. The 
temptations to resort to 
consumer driven models of 
worship are strong. Mac-
Donald draws his article 
from his book, Thieves in 
the Temple: The Christian 
Church and the Selling of 
the American Soul which I 
have read and am sharing 
around the church to inter-
ested members (let me 
know if you would like to 
be put on the list). In his 
book, he writes, ―Faith has 
become a consumer com-
modity in America. People 
shop for congregations that 
make them feel comfortable 
rather than spiritually chal-
lenged.‖ We ought to be 
grateful for the ―gifts‖ 
given us as Presbyterians 
which help us discern wor-
ship forms that are more an 
assimilation of culture than 
a Gospel proclamation of 
good news to our culture. 
We possess a Directory for 
Worship and a Book of 
Common Worship that 
together provide us with 
wise guidance for what we 
do in Sunday worship. 

Connecting the Dots,  (Continued from page 
1) 

Page 5 THE JOURNAL 

Such guidance is well 
worth heeding as this sec-
ond piece would indicate. It 
comes from the August 10, 
2010 issue of The Christian 
Century. In her article, 
―Faith, nice and easy: The 
almost-Christian formation 
of teens,‖ Kenda Creasy 
Dean cites a study by the 
National Study of Youth 
and Religion (a study of 
congregations in seven de-
nominations) who report 
―seeing an alternative faith 
in American teenagers.‖ 
The researchers call this 
faith, ―Moralistic Therapeu-
tic Deism‖ (MTD). It is 
held by teens in traditional 
faith communities who 
have no awareness that 
what they espouse is very 
different from historic or-
thodox Christianity. Dean 
writes, 

If teenagers wrote 
out the creed of this reli-
gious outlook, it would 
look something like this: 
Å A god exists who 

created and orders the 
world and watches over 
life on earth. 
Å God wants people 

to be good, nice and fair 
to each other, as taught in 
the Bible and by most 
world religions. 
Å The central goal of 

life is to be happy and 
feel good about yourself. 
Å God is not involved 

in my life except when I 
need God to solve a 
problem. 
Å Good people go to 

heaven when they die. 
The implications for 

Moralistic Therapeutic De-
ism or MTD ought to be of 
concern for us all. The re-
searchers claim that MTD is 
―colonizing many historical 

religious traditions and, al-
most without anyone notic-
ing, converting believers in 
the old faiths to its alterna-
tive religious vision of di-
vinely underwritten personal 
happiness and interpersonal 
niceness.‖ They go on to say, 
―It may be the new main-
stream American religious 
faith for our culturally post-
mass-consumer capitalist 
society.‖ Dean‘s point in 
citing this research is to call 
attention to ―a well-
intentioned but ultimately 
banal version of Christianity 
that's been offered to [youth] 
in American churches.‖ She 
says, ―we ‗teach‘ young peo-
ple baseball, but we ‗expose‘ 
them to faith. We provide 
coaching and opportunities 
for youth to develop and 
improve their pitches and 
their SAT scores, but we 
blithely assume that religious 
identity will happen by os-
mosis and will emerge ‗when 
youth are ready‘ (a confi-
dence we generally lack 
when it comes to, say, alge-
bra).‖ 

Can you see the com-
monality between what Dean 
is alerting us to and what G. 
Jeffrey MacDonald laments 
about much of worship to-
day? Dean cautions us about 
thinking it is enough to sim-
ply get kids to come on Sun-
days. ―Often adults in 
church bemoan the absence 
of teens in worship. But if 
churches practice MTD in 
the name of Christianity, 
then getting teenagers to 
come to church more often 
is not the solution (it could 
make things worse). The 
solution to MTD is not 
more faithful attendance, but 
a more faithful church.‖ 
What does a more faithful 

church look like? This ques-
tion ought to be paramount in 
our conversation because 
―attendance‖ is not automati-
cally an indicator of 
―faithfulness.‖ Indeed, Dean 
and MacDonald both suggest 
that, in a consumer-driven 
culture, faithfulness might be 
less popular among people 
conditioned to being enter-
tained. For Dean, this matter 
is of great urgency since, she 
believes, too many of our 
churches ―are serving up 
MTD to teenagers in the 
name of Christianity and 
[they] can no longer tell the 
difference.‖ Yet not all 
churches have succumbed to 
theological pablum and Sun-
day entertainment worship. 
There are churches where 
young people ―exhibit highly 
devoted faith.‖ Dean cites a 
2003 study of congregations 
in seven denominations by 
the Exemplary Youth Minis-
try. The more faithful congre-
gations evidence a number of 
characteristics. They 
Å portray God as living, 

present and active 
Å place a high value on 

scripture 
Å explain their church's 

mission, practices and rela-
tionships as inspired by ―the 
life and mission of Jesus 
Christ‖ 
Å emphasize spiritual 

growth, discipleship and vo-
cation 
Å promote outreach and 

mission 
Å help teens develop òa 

positive, hopeful spirit,‖ ―live 
out a life of service‖ and ―live 
a Christian moral life‖ 

―These congregations,‖ 
writes Dean, ―invite, cultivate 
and nurture faith that bears 
fruit, yielding new life in and 
beyond the church.‖ Dean 
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concludes her article by iden-
tifying several things 
churches can do. ―MTD does 
not colonize churches—
people do. To a large extent, 
we can determine the degree 
to which our congregations 
choose to imitate Christ and 
participate in the divine ethic 
of giving, or practice a risk-
averse gospel of self-
fulfillment.‖ Among her 
points, I would like to high-
light two that strike a strong 
resonance with WPPC. 

Religious formation is not 
an accident. Teenagers with 
high degrees of religious de-
votion did not get that way 
on their own; their faith is 
the legacy of communities 
that have invested time, en-
ergy and love in them, and 
where the religious faith of 
adults (especially parents) 
inspires the faith of their chil-
dren. 

Connecting the Dots  (Continued from page 5) Consequential faith has 
risks...We are called to par-
ticipate in the imagination of 
a sending God. A God-
shaped imagination is bent 
on the redemption of the 
world and not just the 
church - which places self-
serving spiritualities like 
MTD on notice. The most 
important thing the church 
can do to cultivate missional 
imagination in young people 
is to develop one as a 
church, reclaiming our call 
to follow Christ into the 
world as envoys of God's 
self-giving love. 

What do you think of all 
this? I encourage you to 
reflect on the concerns 
raised and the points made 
by these authors as they go 
to the heart of how we un-
derstand our being ―church‖ 
at 2709 Custer Road. As you 
consider this, I believe we 
have a great deal for which 
to give thanks! 

ture lesson time. After this 
opening, we will interact 
with the scripture by rotat-
ing one week a month 
through arts/crafts, drama, 
science, cooking, or games. 
By 11:50 each Sunday, the 
children and youth will re-
convene as one group to 
close with music and 
prayer. 

Each Sunday— 

¶ 11:15 Opening/Story will 
be in Kids‘ Corner (#2) 

¶ 11:50 Closing Prayers in 
Studio (#4) 

Then, as scheduled each 
month, 

¶ Arts/Crafts in Gallery 
(#3) 

¶ Drama and Games in 
Green Room (#5) 

¶ Cooking and Science in 

Sunday Christian Formation at WPPC, 
(Continued from page 1) 

Summer Sharing Dinner a Smashing Success 
By Betty Weckerly 

Breakfast for dinner was 
the big surprise for the 
more than sixty folks who 
came to experience Mission 
Trip 2010 and hear about 
the other great adventures 
in faith our youth experi-
enced this summer. Enter-
ing Fellowship Hall to the 
high energy of our youth 
and their mentors, smiles 
exploded on the faces of 
our congregation as they 
found their seats for the 
meal. Thanks to the organ-
izational efforts of Stacey 
Camp, Matt Calvert and 
George Jacobi, our sumptu-
ous breakfast feast was pre-
pared by our youth. Each 

of the youth hosted a table 
where the meal of pan-
cakes, sweet potato home-
fries, "fruit of the spirit" 
kabobs, scrambled eggs, 
bacon, sausage, biscuits and 
gravy were served family 
style.  As the meal drew to a 
close, our program began 
with sharing by some of our 
delegations to both Synod 
Youth Workshop--Emily 
Mikhail, Lauren Fleming, 
Shelby Stubbe and Kyle 
Webster and to Triennium--
Emily, Shelby and Kyle. 
Next we heard about the 
glimpses of God that Kirby 
and Thomas McLeod 
shared during their trips to 

Camp Gilmont and Mo 
Ranch. We also were 
treated to a bird's eye view 
of the 100th Boy Scout 
Jamboree in Washington 
DC by Peter Mikhail. 

Then the MT 2010 shar-
ing began......slide show 
complete with heat sensitive 
photos that distorted some 
of our external beauty! Our 
team of youth, Kyle, Lau-
ren, Emily, Maddie,  Kirby, 
Peter, Bailey, Thomas, were 
joined by our collegiate 
R(esident) A(ssistant) 
Amanda, and adult mentors 
Stacey, Matt, and DCF 
Betty in telling where and 
how they lived and worked 

in God's service. We shared 
the importance of our com-
missioning during worship 
for setting the tone for the 
week and ways in which we 
saw each other live out our 
commitments. Telling sto-
ries of the ways we felt the 
support and love of our 
faith community and how 
we strove to have a height-
ened awareness of truly 
living "in God's Spirit" re-
minded us of what a special 
time we shared along the 
Texas coast.  

Thanks to all for their 
continued support for this 
important ministry! 

kitchen/Fellowship Hall 

¶ Youth discussion (as 
needed) in Loft 

Resources for the chil-
dren and youth will be the 
Augsburg Fortress 
―SPARK‖ Lectionary mate-
rials. 

Adults: Adults of all 
ages will gather in the li-
brary for a time of explora-
tion and conversation that 
will take all from the nar-
thex to the world. 

Formation sessions for 
all will end by noon each 
Sunday. 

¶ PreK: Joyce Jones, Kris-
ten Craig, Ollie Morgan  

¶ Children/Youth session 
leaders: Laura Robinson, 
Sharon Finley, Jeannie 
Stone, Fred Jury, Betty 
Weckerly, Kevin Craig, 
Stacey Camp 
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most vulnerable among us 
and separate families. DAI 
opposes individual city ordi-
nances and punitive legisla-
tion that target the undocu-
mented, because they do not 
and cannot deal with the 
limitations of U.S. immigra-
tion policy or the issues af-
fecting migration in general. 

EDUCATION 
DAI believes in account-

ability, high standards, and 
that all children can learn at 
high levels. However, in 
numerous conversations 
with parents and teachers 
across the state, it became 
clear that our current high 
stakes accountability system 
has created a culture of 
‗teaching to the test‘ which 
demoralized teachers and 
students. A student and a 
school cannot be accurately 
rated based on a single test. 
DAI supports a school ac-
countability process that 
includes student growth as 
well as absolute proficiency 
levels. DAI also believes 
that funding and class size 
matters. DAI opposes addi-
tional state cuts to public 
education that will force 
schools to increase class size 
and lay off teachers. 

WORKFORCE 
Dallas Area Interfaith 

supports the continued 
funding of the JET Fund 
(Job, Education and Train-
ing) which supports projects 
like Quest:Dallas/Collin, an 

innovative, long-term train-
ing strategy. This project is 
based on an award winning 
program called Project 
Quest in San Antonio. DAI 
also supports funding in the 
local city budgets for 
Quest:Dallas/Collin. Gradu-
ates of these programs re-
turn to the city and state 
$12.00 for every $1dollar 
invested. This is truly an 
economic development 
strategy that takes people 
from low paying, dead end 
jobs to family wage careers. 

PUBLIC SAFETY 
The work of DAI cre-

ated the political will to add 
600 police officers over the 
past four years. This has led 
to a lower crime rate and the 
lowest murder rate since 
1967. However, the ratio of 
3 officers per 1,000 resi-
dents is only the MINI-
MUM needed for a city the 
size of Dallas. DAI supports 
continued progress toward 
the goal of 3/1000 and op-
poses efforts that would 
reduce the numbers of offi-
cers or the time they spend 
on duty. DAI also opposes 
the use of peace officers as 
immigration agents. DAI 
strongly supports commu-
nity oriented policing where 
officers truly know their 
neighborhoods and build 
relationships with residents 
that aid in the deterrence of 
crime. 

DAI Update 

Important Issues Asking Christians to Take A Stand 
By Priscilla Kimery 

The leaders from institu-
tions comprising Dallas 
Area Interfaith have pro-
posed its Agenda for Fami-
lies 2010 to guide voter re-
flection and action and to 
guide conversations with 
state and local government 
representatives during 2010-
2011 legislative sessions. 
The Agenda for Families is 
the result of over 1800 con-
versations in the member 
congregations and schools, 
research actions based on 
the findings from those con-
versations, and committee 
recommendations after re-
search. The Agenda for 
Families 2010 flows directly 
from the concerns voiced in 
the conversations. 

WPPC members are 
asked to read the Agenda 
points, reflect on them, pray 
about them, and to sign the 
Agenda for Families Sign 
Up which indicates a com-
mitment to vote reflecting 
their alignment with the 
Agenda for Families. For 
DAI, the Agenda for Fami-
lies IS the ―candidate‖ as 
DAI does not support spe-
cific candidates. 

Signup forms will be 
available in the Parlor be-
fore service and in the Fel-
lowship Hall after service on 
Sundays in September. 
DALLAS AREA INTER-

FAITH 
2010-2011 AGENDA OF 

ISSUES 

Dallas Area Interfaith 
(DAI) is a multi-ethnic, 
multi-issue organization of 
congregations and civic in-
stitutions in Dallas and 
Collin counties. Through 
DAI, ordinary citizens be-
come people of action, ne-
gotiating effectively with 
government and private in-
stitutions to shape their 
communities and create the 
common good. The follow-
ing is our current agenda of 
issues. 

HEALTHCARE 
In meetings with over 

1800 people, access to af-
fordable health care was the 
number one concern. Par-
ticipants were particularly 
concerned with providing 
affordable accessible care to 
our aging population and 
those without health insur-
ance. Therefore, DAI calls 
for ‗good faith‘ implementa-
tion of the Patient Protec-
tion and Affordable Care 
Act, continued investment 
in CHIP and Medicaid, and 
local solutions to the lack of 
access to care for seniors 
that allow them to retain 
their dignity and independ-
ence. 

IMMIGRATION 
DAI believes that the 

human dignity and human 
rights of all migrants should 
be respected. DAI supports 
comprehensive immigration 
reform and not piece-meal 
solutions that target the 
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As fall activities resume, 
please keep the children 
returning to school in mind. 
Peanut butter, jelly, canned 
meats, bread, cereal, crack-
ers, fruit cups and other 

nutritious child-friendly 
foods may help some of the 
stress of back to school for 
families already struggling 
to make ends meet. 

Plano Food Pantry 

Back to School Special 
By Betsy Corlew 

PCHAS Update 

Child and Family Program Helps 
One Mother Learn to Stand On Her 
Own 

Elizabeth had just sat 
down for dinner with her 
husband and two 
daughters, ages 6 
and 15, when the 
doorbell rang. Her 
husband answered 
the door and then 
called for Eliza-
beth, stating, ―It‗s 
for you.‖ 

As Elizabeth passed her 
husband on her way to the 
door, she wondered who 
could be coming over to 
see her. Elizabeth smiled at 
the stranger at her door and 
then asked if she could help 
him. The stranger asked, 
―Are you Elizabeth?‖ When 
she said she was, he served 
her with divorce papers. 

Elizabeth was dazed as 
she headed back to the din-
ing room where she and her 
family had just sat down to 
eat moments before the 
doorbell rang. When she 
reached the dining room, 
she was hit with another 
blow. Her husband had 
quickly ushered the children 
from the table to the back 
door and then outside to 
the waiting car that was 
being driven by his mother, 
while Elizabeth was being 
served with divorce papers. 

It took Elizabeth several 
days to locate her children 
and after consulting with an 
attorney, she went to pick 
up her youngest daughter 
from school. The oldest 
wanted to stay with her fa-
ther. 

To make things worse, 
Elizabeth is recovering 

from a severe injury from a 
car wreck four years ago, 

which left her 
unable to work. 
Her husband left 
just $3.87 in their 
joint bank ac-
count. Elizabeth 
was overwhelmed 
and did not know 

where to start in order to 
pick up the pieces. 

No, this is not a piece 
from a TV series or even a 
book. This is a real case that 
the PCHAS Child and Fam-
ily Program was called to 
help with. 

Our Child and Family 
Specialist met with Eliza-
beth to help her get her life 
back on track. She has as-
sisted Elizabeth with apply-
ing for food stamps, Medi-
caid and disability benefits. 
Our Child & Family Spe-
cialist is also helping Eliza-
beth access community ser-
vices and referred her sup-
port groups for herself and 
her 6-year-old daughter. We 
are providing support and 
guidance through this terri-
ble ordeal and teaching 
Elizabeth parenting skills to 
help with the healing of her 
relationship with her oldest 
daughter. 

―It felt so good to tell 
Elizabeth that Presbyterian 
Children‘s Homes and Ser-
vices offers these services at 
no cost to the families in 
need,‖ the Child and Family 
Specialist says. ―Thanks for 
allowing me to be a part of 
a program that truly ser-
vices others!‖ 

Fellowship and Fund Raising 

Musical Extravaganza & A Taste of 
DAI 

Save the dates and join 
Dallas Area Interfaith leaders 
from the diverse churches, 
synagogues, and schools that 
comprise DAI in two eve-
nings of fellowship and fund-
raising. 

Musical Extravaganza 
Sunday, October 3, 3:30 -

5:30 pm, Holy Trinity Catho-
lic Church 3811 Oak Lawn 

Ave. 
Musical talent from across 

the DAI member institutions 
will stir the soul and engage 
the mind. Praise teams, mari-
achis, ―Phantom of the Op-
era‖ choirs and all in be-
tween: music becomes the 
universal language that makes 
us one. Enjoy some light re-
freshments and be ready to 
bid during the live auction! 

A Taste of DAI 
Thursday, November 18, 
6:30-8:30 pm, Heard-Craig 

Hall, 205 West Hunt, McKin-
ney 

McKinney, the county seat 
of Collin County, is the per-
fect setting for the culinary 
salute depicting the style and 
diversity of Dallas Area Inter-
faith. Spend the evening ex-
periencing a variety of cui-
sines from some of the favor-
ite locations in the world. 
While sipping on a coffee 

delight or the perfect dinner 
drink, enjoy the perform-
ances scheduled throughout 
the evening. Retreat to the 
lower level and enjoy a raf-
fle—possibly for a brand 
new vehicle! Top off your 
night with an awesome op-
portunity to select a 
―Footprint Donation‖ op-
portunity. 

To help make these events 
a success, join the Fundrais-
ing committee for the next 
planning meeting at the DAI 
office, 1104 Lupo Drive 
(Inwood just west of I 35), 
August 30, 7:00 p.m. 

Fund Raising and fellow-
ship allow DAI to continue 
efforts such as those in 2005 
that sparked the City of Dal-
las commitment to hire 200 
police officers a year to 
reach a ratio of 3 offi-
cers:1000 population and 
those that brought a highly 
successful job training pro-
gram to Dallas and Collin 
County (we await news for 
Collin County)/ The new 
QUEST: Dallas/Collin has 
just enrolled and registered 
20 adult participants in the 
Dallas County Community 
College system—where we 
learned that a nursing text-
book can cost $200. 


