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The Journal

Holy Week and Triduum 2010 at WPPC

Shaping Faith by Shaping Time

Prepared by David Batchelder with input principally by the Worship & Music Committee

In the Old Days

Once upon a time, in
Presbyterian churches from
the Atlantic to the Pacific,
Jesusd6 death
was celebrated by a joyful Sun-
day of palms, a somber Thurs-
day communion, and a trium-
phant Faster day featuring a
long sermon and glorious mu-
sic. Palm Sunday was devoid
of the Passion; Maundy
Thursday knew nothing of
footwashing and a bare chan-
cel; church doors remained
closed on Good Friday (unless
hosting a community service
of the 7 Last Words); and
Easter meant lilies, sermon,

and music but no communion.
With a few exceptions, this
recollection helps us think
about what is changing to our
gleprgtionrolHoly Wegk and ¢
Easter and why.

WP P C 6 s -edhisterg s

West Plano Presbyterian
Church has been blessed with
more than a quarter century to
live into a rich liturgical re-
newal. For example, we hear
the entire Passion narrative
(not just little snippets) on
Passion/Palm Sunday in a
liturgy that begins near Custer
Road with a glorious proces-
sion. We are learning a new
vocabulary that includes the

word OTri
TRIH-doo-um) after the Latin,
0Three Days.
word draws together the in-
sepgraple relationship between
Maundy Thursday, Good Fri-
day, Holy Saturday (with the
Vigil) and Easter morning
which are celebrated as one
extended liturgy. Though we
come and go between our
homes and church during this
stretch of days, you might no-
tice that Tri
have no dismissal until the end
of the Great Vigil.

What does it mean?

These Triduum services

(Continued on page 11)

An Invitation to Sabbath: Rediscovering a Gift

This article has been condensed from
the Report of the Work Group on Sabbath
Keeping to the 212th PC(USA) General
Assembly. The full text may be found
at http:/ /www.pcusa.org/
spititualformation/sabbath.htm

There is a deep need today
to rediscover the gift of Sab-
bath. The need declares itself
in the most intimate places of
the human heart and in the
broadest spheres of social and
economic interchange. It as-
serts itself even where Sabbath
is only a distant memory, even
where the word "Sabbath" is
not known at all. Across barri-
ers of age and culture, the
need speaks, presses, makes

itself known. For some the
need for Sabbath emerges as a
cry from within. Exhausted,
we yearn over the loss of time
to rejoice in those closest to
us, or simply to play, to rest
and be still, to delight in the
goodness that we believe yet
surrounds us. We yearn, and
in our yearning we ache. For
some the need for Sabbath
names itself in quiet grief.
Grief that we are moving
faster and faster in our lives,
but the only progress we seem
to make is into a greater emp-
tiness. Grief that the ways we
have strained so conscien-
tiously to live are simply not
working. Grief that although

we partake abundantly from
the table our culture spreads
before us, we come away from
the table still hungry, as hur-
ried and pressed as ever rather
than nourished and renewed.

As a society, we know
well the statistics that delineate
a particular form of progress. .
..Yet these same statistics give
rise to questions. For an in-
creasing number of us the
questions themselves articulate
the need for Sabbath. . .. Can
persons and can families sur-
vive the drivenness of a life
that finds its "good news" in
ever more rapid consumption?

(Continued on page 8)
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March Presbyterian Men March 26
. By Barbara Peterson Forever 39
Blrthduys By Mary Spradlin
03/01 The Presbyterian Men butter, maple syrup, etc. The
M‘"Y Taylor meet the second Saturday main chefs are Gary Peterson, | Whent Friday, March 26.
Martin Taylor each month from September ~ John Hook and Rick Smith Gather at 6:30 pm, eat
03/02 through May. The group with many others pitching in around 7 pm
Jean Blaze meets at the chur-ch for break-  on set up, cooking, and clean | \yhere Mary Spoadl i
Andy Calvert fast and fellowship at 8:30 up. Here ate the dates for 4003 Windream Lane
03/03 a.m. There is no program, just 2009-2010, please mark your Parker 75002 ’
Alan Somers exciting conversations and calendars and join us! .
03/05 good fogd. We get to eat all March 13, 2010 Cont:‘;; llvézrzy Spradlin at 2172‘
Ellen Morton those things we don't usually Aol 10. 2010 rao- Or marysprad-
03/09 get - biscuits, sausage gravy, prit 25, lin@tx.rr.com or Nancy
Brenda Hoffman eggs, cinnamon French toast, May 8, 2010 Stevens at 972—596—9001
03/09 ot nss432@verizon.net
Juck Nunan What Pot luck dinner 0 bring
03/11 Sponsored by WPPC Mexico Mission Team food LO Sharela(rlld Wmcfllf
Jo Sullivan Ongoing Book Drive you choose. 1 co not have
03/15 By Jegnne Sgne dominos for chicken foot
John Hutson I)r Sequepce, bfut Eave a
arge variety of other
g(;b/f;num We gladly accept dog- are accepted. garies and };ards.
Jim Kimery eared or pristine books! 2. Have too many to tote? Thanks very much to Nancy
03/18 Our team will continue to Just call Jeanne Stone at 972 | ;14 David Batchelder for a
Connie Read collect used books in the 618.6433. We will arrange oreat time in February as we
03/22 green square receptacle in the for pick up from your celebrated Rut hds
Bill Baker corner of fellowship hall. home or office.
o These donated books are sold In 2009, we made approx
:’)(:%;/ezrsl\lllkhml to Half Price Books. We use $134 from books sales. We Kudos for Kids
Nancy Fessler the funds for our projects at plan to continue doing this
Y the orphanage or for the Sen- year around.
03/27 ior Citizens in Mexico. . Kyle Webster took first
Gerry Benum ™ w . This is an easy way to keep place in his category at the
03/29 contriliflete%re 0 ways to your bookshelves.unclutter.ed, PISD district Science Fair,
Al Baume : ' recycle go.od reading mate.nal and third place in the Re-
Amanda Stubbe 1.Just drop the books off in and contribute to the quality gional Science Fair. Now he
Ehe receptacle that says ) of life for those less fortunate. moves on to the State Science
OAU SED BOOKSO  &fliths GM&as for your Fair next month.
will tatlje t1:<hen:i t}(l) szll. Both  (ntinued support!
paperback and hard covers
April 17-18
Newsletter . . Silent Auction
Deadlines :Il;dn:mlbl.:tpdaie By Betty Weckerly
March 17, 2010 y mave Rdmshofiom
April 21, 2010 Just a friendly reminder to  church. March is a critical Sﬂent Auct%on 201? 1s
May 19, 2010 keep your pledges current. month because we have addi- coming....April 17/18! Help
During the month of January  tional expenses that only in- the Youth help th_e people of
the Texas coast still recover-

our pledges came in at 83%
of our projection, which was
a shortfall of $4,500. We rely
on these funds to pay the nor-
mal expenses to operate our

cur every three months. If
this trend continues, we will
have to borrow from other
funds to operate the church.

ing from Hurricane Ike! Let
Betty, Laura, Lauren know
how you would like to help us
prepare for this super event!
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Youth News
By Betty Weckerly

Sharing and caring was
indeed the mantra for our
youth as January ended and
throughout February. Our
team of emissaries to Senior
High Youth Connection at
Austin College included
Shelby Stubbe, Lauren
Fleming, Kyle Webster,
Megan McLain, and Madi-
son Webster with the leader-
ship of Linda Fleming and
Kevin Craig. Both Shelby
and Lauren had some lead-
ership responsibilities during
SHYC. Lauten led as a
member of the Presbytery
Committee on Youth Minis-
try and Shelby served as a
member of the SHYC Plan-
ning and Recreation Team.
Along with plenary sessions,
all our folks participated in
small groups and interest
group times. Be sure to ask
Kevin how late night trips
to IHOP as a youth mentor

differ from his trips there as
a student at Austin College.

While the high school-
ers were in Sherman for
SHYC, our remaining youth
participated in receiving the
Souper Bowl of Caring of-
fering ($295 was collected &
thank youl)

Of course we all en-
joyed sharing our selves
with our faith community
through the Sharing Hearts
Dinner on February 13.

Sixty eight is the num-
ber of hygiene kits that our
youth made on Sunday eve-
ning February 21. Beginning
our evening with the "Litany
for God's People in Time of
Distress" from the Presbyte-
rian Disaster Assistance
worship resources, we fo-
cused on the "why" of our
evening's activities. After
shopping for items needed

to round out the 68 kits, we

assembled and packed them.

Then we watched a slide
show about the devastation
in Haiti and talked about
how to connect our work
with their need. Closing we
joined in the "Prayer for
Haiti" written by Bruce
Reyes-Chow, Gradye Par-
sons, and Linda Valentine.
Thanks to Sharon Finley
and Linda Robinson for
being present as mentors.

Upcoming times to-
gether will focus on the Si-
lent Auction, Mission Ttip
2010, planning an evening
worship, and fellowship! If
you are interested in either
being present for a youth
gathering as a mentor or in
supporting the youth in any
way, please talk with Betty,
Laura Robinson, or Lauren
Fleming,.

Spring Blessing -- March 7
Spring |

By Betsy Corlew

Returning gardeners are
happy to be back at the plot
as was evident by the turn-
out for our first workday of
the year. Twenty folk ar-
rived on a surprisingly tem-
perate morning to begin
preparing plots for the
spring sowing season and
work on maintaining path-
ways.

New 2010 gardeners
Linda Fleming and Al
Baume toiled as did garden
friends Michael Holzinger
(Mary Ann
and Christopher Schwab
(Jeanni e

D u fdrkeot s 8f Fepria® 31.t

s Around

Some eatly planting
was completed (onions and
lettuce) and planned
(potatoes) as we all wait for
the magical mid-March and
early April calendar when
the bulk of our sowing will
be completed. Bill Calvert
created a hot box over his
lettuce using old windows
(re-purposing items is very
organic) and showed no
fear at the threat of more
SNow.

Plots remain available

Currently we have 18 plots

St olmed2plotSt@chvgd for

The

Food Pantry production
and 5 plots available. The
total signed gardener count
is 25, 36% of whom join us
from the surrounding
neighborhood.

We invite all to join
us for a Spring Blessing
after the 11 am worship
service on March 7.With
this blessing and the enthu-
siasm of all our supporters,
we anticipate making great
inroads towards our goal of
helping to feed the hungry

) in our community.

CoOor nje pabbath n

PYM Calendar

Every Wednesday Eve-
ning: 7 pm Lenten
Prayer

March 7:5 pm Mission Ttip
2010 Meeting 1. Fellow-
ship Hall

March 14:Youth Sabbath -
Happy Spring Break

March 21:5 pm Springing
into Faith and Fun

March 28:12:30-3 pm

Lunch and more
April 4: Easter
April 11:5 pm TBA
April 16:6:30 pm Silent
Auction set up
April 17:
9-12 am Silent Auction set
up
5 pm Arrive for Silent
Auction Bidding Dinner

April 18:Silent Auction

April 25:5 pm Fellowship
Night!

May 8: Parking Spot Sale

May 9:Mot her s o

May 16:Mission Trip Meet-
ing
June 1319:Mission Ttip
2010
June 26July 3 Duke Youth
Academy

July 1217 Synod Youth
Workshop [mentoz(s)
needed]

July 1925 Youth Triennium

Dates and times subject to

change-- remember to
check your email!

Day

Jer en
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Planning a Vacatio

Tom Shanley, owner of
a Cruise Planners franchise
in Allen, TX loves to help
people plan their perfect
cruise vacation. His cus-
tomers come from all walks
of life and interests and
seek information about
cruises ranging from a short
3-night get away to an ex-
otic around the wotld voy-
age.

Recently, a new pro-
gram from Cruise Planners
known as oCr
Familyo
tunity for Cruise Planners
to combine the popularity
of cruising with fund raising
that benefits a worthwhile
organization. Cruise for the
Family was developed by
Cruise Planners in partner-

C r e a hoendess Anfilies, ol theo r

n? Need ldeas?

cruise industry with more
than 700 franchise owners
across the country that in-

services to Collin County
Families with children as
they regain sustainable inde-

pendence. dependently book cruises
According to Shanley and associated travel.
OThi s i Swintfor ulfoyndegin 1@, Gruise

Planners has achieved the
highest industry awards year
after year; Royal Carib-

b ean 0 sbasdd Patimer
of the Year (2007 and
2008) , Carni
Club (10 years in a row),
American Express Travel
Services Rep Excellence
Award (2004-2009) and
Entrepreneur
Franchise 500 ranked #1
cruise agency franchise
(2004-2008), to name a few.

For more information,
please visit
www.seahorsecruising.com

everyone. When one of my
clients sails, 100% of the
profit will be donated to
Family Promise. Family
Promise

(www.familypromiseofcolli
ncounty.org) provides a way

for religious congregations
t iwv@kaogeth@® t help h e

Cruise for the Family pro-
gram believes in bringing
positive impact to our in-
dustry, customers, and the
community that we all
home. 0o

Cruise Planners, an

The Journal

Monthly newsletter of
West Plano
Presbyterian Church
2709 Custer Road
Plano, TX 75075
972-596-2415

The Rev. Dr. David
Batchelder, Pastor

Betty Wecketly,
Ditector of Christian
Formation

Martha Smith Hopson,
Organist/Choir Mas-

ter :
Je(s:.)nnsle Chcﬁ)jtllarg], nacl
Administrative
Assistant

Jenny Mikhail,
Newsletter Editor

v al

Presbyterian Links
These are good sources of infor-
mation for all things Preshyte-
rian. Get on the web and check
them out!

ship with Family Promise American Express Travel ot West Plano Presbyterian

of Collin County to raise Service Representative is www.familypromiseofcollin Church

funds that will provide the largest home-based county.org. www.westplanopresbyterian

food, shelter, and support travel agent network in the -01g
Grace Presbytery
www.gracepresbytery.org

] Synod of the Sun
Mar ki ng Calendars for Pen

By David Batchelder

We are calling the entire
weekend of May 21 t023 -
Aflame with the Spirit of God.
WPPC plans to celebrate
the Feast of Pentecost with
a weekend of music, wor-
ship, and joy!

Friday, May 21- 7 pm
-A Night wit
Brass featuring: Scott
Batchelder, Trumpet; Wil-
liam Getlach, Trumpet; Zach
Quortrup, French Horn,
David Woger, Trombone; and

Phil Bessette, Tuba. Pentecost- Word and

Saturday, May 22 Sacramentw i t h
(time to be determineqd))- Btrass accompanying
Jacobdos BrasWPRGHS wplpacnce
Ensemble Side by Side  sure to wear red!

This exciting opportunity Sunday evening, May
gives our youth a chance to  23- 6 pm- A Pentecost
play some great music and ~ Festival of Music featur-

Jac

the@:/ Gy SockisullcGn
/

Presbyterian Church (USA)

—m—a—g—a—z—i—ﬁ—e—e—s—

http://www.pcusa.org
obds
| Choir. Be

Assistant Ministers,
Lectors and

Eucharistic Ministers
Please remember to

Pick dpaig @ith dicsxce- | ng WPPC8s Chl ahpgthq schedule fo see
lent musicians of Indiana Choir with Ja Ql_w(s\ N o) sog ur?ﬁ,heéh%eg.
he schedule is posted on

Uni ver si ty 0 SThifevefing [Scebedts a

Sunday morning, May special musical celebration

23 - 10 am- The Feast of 252 fitting climax to this
wonderful feast day.

the Worship Bulletin
Board in the narthex and
is also available online
at hitp://
westplanopresbyte-
rian.org/worship.html

SP


http://www.westplanopresbyterian.org
http://www.westplanopresbyterian.org
http://www.gracepresbytery.org
http://www.synodsun.com
http://www.synodsun.com
http://www.pcusa.org
http://www.familypromiseofcollincounty.org/
http://www.familypromiseofcollincounty.org/
http://www.seahorsecruising.com
http://www.familypromiseofcollincounty.org/
http://www.familypromiseofcollincounty.org/
http://westplanopresbyterian.org/worship.html
http://westplanopresbyterian.org/worship.html
http://westplanopresbyterian.org/worship.html
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Wednesday Night
Study Through

Lent
By Charles Taylor

Wednesday night stud-
ies through Lent will in-
clude a summary of scrip-
tures and
Day worship for the Sun-
days in Lent. Study dates
are February 24, March 3,
10, 17 and 24. Dinner will
be at 6 pm, and will consist
of homemade soup and
sandwiches. Study sessions
will begin at 6:30 pm and
end in time for mid-week
Lenten prayer services at 7

pm.

hy

Thank You!

Dear Church Family and
Friends,

Thank you for the
funny and serious cards
which make me laugh, but
also wete so encouraging.
The delicious meals, which
we all enjoyed, were a wel-
come relief to Bob who has
been our chief cook!
Thank you seems so inade-
quate for all the loving sup-
port which I have felt dur-
ing the past month.

Peace and Love,

Diane Ganson

March 5 --7 pm

Mission Trip 2010
Meeting #1

By Betty Weckerly

With Mission Trip 2010
only 14 weeks away, it is
time for all who hope to go

norggher.fO0 Jundak, 0 r d

March 7 at 5 pm, all inter-
ested youth/friends and
patents of youth/friends
will meet in Fellowship
Hall. Expectations for
preparation as well as the
trip will be shared.

We are excited to have
George Jacobi and Stacey
Camp on board as mentors
for this experience and an-
ticipate the addition of one
motre male mentor who
chooses to remain anony-
mous at this point!

We will begin to focus
our common vision for our
mission as witnesses to set-
vice in God's name to the
people of Port Neches,
Texas. These people are
still, yes---still--suffering
from the devastation of
Hurricane Ike and need our
help! We are partnering
with the Presbyterian Disas-
ter Assistance in this effort.
Join this faith building and
faith sharing experi-
ence.....see you March 7 at 5

Lenten Opportunity for Contempla-
tion, Prayer, and Reflection

By Betty Weckerly

Just a quick reminder
that the library at West
Plano Presbyterian Church
provides an excellent con-

6te§nplative space for your
use. In addition to a space
for the meditative viewing
of "The Tree of Life" trip-
tych, there are many books,
and devotional guides on
the shelves, as well as seat-
ing at tables for possible
journaling. During Lent
there are prayer resources
available on the table be-
hind the ring of chairs fac-

ing the triptych. One of the
printed flyers is a represen-
tation of the Chartres Laby-
rinth suitable for finger
tracing or tracing with sty-
lus or writing implement of
your choice. Appropriate
contemplative music has
been selected and will be
playing on Sunday morn-
ings. Your Christian Forma-
tion Committee invites you
to experience moments of
quiet contemplation on
your Lenten journey and
beyond.

Food Basket Sunday February Update

By Bill Calvert

The food box dona-
tions in February was once
again overflowing and de-
manded all the space in the
bed of the pick-up as well
as double stacked in the
cab. The assortment of
items included paper goods,
canned and dried fruits and
vegetables, juice and cereal.

The Plano Food Pantry
is most aware of WPPC and
our mission in this joint
effort to provide food to
the needy.

The Plano Food Pantry
(PFP) is located in its own

building at 2200 18t Street
in East Plano off Jupiter
Road. Those in need of
food should call 972422
18500 arrange a custom
cart cont ai
supply of food specific to

t hat person
needs and which contains
meat, eggs, bread and
canned and dried foods.
The PFP is open at 4 pm
on weekdays and on Satur-
day mornings. Those need-
ing immediate assistance
can drop in during those
hours & no one leaves with-
out something to eat.

ni

Wh e n
| shed. 0o

Jesus

had
Then

h e
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John 19:30
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Our Journey from Passion/Palm Sunday through Easter Sunday Morning
at West Plano Presbyterian Church

By David Batchelder

As we near the end of
Lent, we come to the head-
waters of the most signifi-
cant time of the year for the
Church of Jesus Christ. Pas-
sion/Palm Sunday ushers us
to the threshold between the
close of Lent and the begin-
ning of Triduum which is
pronounced TRIH-doo-um.
This time is named from the
Latin meanin
Dayso6 and i s
cording the Jewish reckon-
ing of time which begins
with sundown on Thursday
and ends at sundown on
Sunday. In this span from
Maundy Thursday to Easter
Sunday, the entire mystery
of Christods
death, burial, resurrection
and return to God the Fa-
ther is celebrated with com-
pelling scriptures, powerful
ritual, and magnificent mu-
sic. What follows is intended
to alert you to the worship
opportunities at WPPC and
help you reflect on their

significance for our renewal
of faith.

Passion/Palm Sunday
March 28
8:30 am and 11:00 am
We begin with a
PROCESSION
Our liturgy begins with
Jesuso
Jerusalem. We join those in
the Gospel narrative who
shout OHosan
palms in jubilation. As last
year, so we will again begin
our procession out of doors
(weather permitting) at the
corner of Custer and Valley
Forge. All are welcome but
none are required to join

this palm procession of in-
strument and song. Persons
choosing to process are
asked to join the choir at the
street corner prior to the
beginning of the service.
Experience teaches that this
portion of the service is es-
pecially meaningful for
those with children and
youth, as well as adults.
@hose uhabl¢ oepeeferring
no€t@protedd thagte € d
seated in the worship space
to greet the procession as it
arrives by joining in song
and palm waving. Special
preparations are underway
this year that will lend festiv-
ity to our procession.

| W ehtbrd PARABSOX -

As its name suggests,
Passion/Palm Sunday seeks
to maintain the inherent
tension that exists between
the joyful entry of the palm
processional and the som-
berness of Jesus' passion
which is the focus of Holy
Week. Since the fourth cen-
tury, the tradition has been
to emphasize the passion of
Christ during this service.
Thus, this service focuses
on both the glory and pas-
sion of Christ by giving
prominence to the reading
of the Passion Narrative.

trium Ralfhé Jhan l?ea'?n{g fheY i

story in bits and pieces, the
Passion Narrative is read in
fis %n%r&y tBdbler MR V
the sweep of the story may
be heard as it was intended.

We | isten
sion of the Gospel

The Passion Natrratives
in each of the three Synoptic

Gospels (Matthew, Mark,
and Luke) follow a similar
story line but each gives us a
different portrait of events.

What to Listen for in To-

daydés Passi ﬁeadNt%tSPﬂieﬂéef tp ye
LI'n many respg nogunansWereCJ\iv(ﬁlo eds
version of the Passion sends an angel to
Narrative stands between strengthen him, The
Matthew/Matk and John. dagonyo6 of J
In the Lukan;accoun.t of . arden is not the kind of
a ‘& esuso mints %urmgﬂwle}?thmﬁ ot wich T €
peatedly shows tenderness this term. It is the kind of
to the stranger, praises tension that an athlete
merey, and turns Wlt}.l for- undergoes who is worked
giveness to his enermies. up into a sweat just as the
Whereas Mark depicts the competition begins.
disciples as weak and fee- N .
ble, Luke describes them % L u ke os 1n ter
‘]Vltlh ]iaat&nt understand- heahng ministry continues
ing. For example Luke in the.scene of the arrest.
does not report that the Only in Luke does Jesus
disciples fled the garden at heal the sla
Jesusd arr es tscutoffhyjhegwordi ¢ g
Lukeds uniquwéeénpbbe scene
resurrection appearance to denial, only Luke narrates
the disciples which take the look given to Peter by
place in Jerusalem as if the  Jesus which is an aspect of
disciples never fled back Jesusd conti

to Galilee.

2.In Luke, the scene of Je-
suso
ful and dramatic than in
Mark/Matthew. Jesus
goes to the
pl ace, 6 the
ives so that Judas has no

n proplem in finding him.
When going to pray, Jesus
does not separate himself
frorn his disciples as in
Mark /Matthew. If the
disciples sleep, it is for
0Osorrowo

not three times.

3.The portrayal of Jesus in
Luke is unique. He is not

arrest 6AS

one whose soul is
osorrowful u
who lies prostrate on the
ground. He has prayed so
often in his ministry he is

Peter as promised at the
Last Supper.

Dessasdusp
Sanhedrin, there are no
witnesses and no condem-
Batiod @vingGhignrey-
Ab@ tham this isodly prO | -
paratory to the one and

only trial conducted by

the Roman governor. Je-

sus is depicted as having
great self-composure, a
God-given tranquility of

one to whom God has

a n d delivéteg A thifigs asd
t 0 fdurd Keepigonly\breer -

who is totally innocent.

7.The unique contribution

of Luke to the Pilate scene

is interwoven with his
(Continued on page 7)
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Our Journey, (Continued from page 6)

relationship to Herod.
Contact with Jesus has the
effect of healing the en-
mity that had existed be-
tween this Galilean king
and Roman. Once more,
Jesus has a healing effect
even on those who mal-
treat him.

8. At the crucifixion, there is
no mocking of Jesus by
Roman soldiers. In fact,
the story later narrates
that soldiers and the peo-
ple following Jesus la-
ment. Luke alone among
the other gospels portrays
a segment of Jews who
are not disciples of Jesus
but are touched by his
suffering and death. Per-
haps the most dramatic
di fference
tude is evident in his first
words spoken upon arri-
val at the place of the
Skull, oOFat
them for they do not
know what they are do-
ing. 6 Not
more humane understand-
ing of the complex re-
sponsibilities for the death
of Jesus but it also serves
as a model for the gra-
cious
enemies.

9. Luke alone portrays one
the thieves as being filled
with remorse as he con-
fesses
The suffering Jesus re-
sponds with greater gener-
osity than the petitioner
requests. Jesus will not
just
but will take him with
Jesus into paradise that
very day.

10.The last words of Jesus
in Luke are not those of

abandonment
my God, why have you
forsaken
words of
into your hands I com-
mend my spi
wortds, like those with
which he forgave his ene-
mies, have offered Chris-
tians ever since a way of
meeting death in peace.

Wednesday Of Holy
Week
Agape Meal
March 31-- 6 pm
(followed by Choir Re-
hearsal)

This year, we will share
the Agape Meal on Wednes-
day of Chri
sion. It will be held as usual
in the Fellowship Hall.
There will be no Adult study
this night nor service of

tr

S

foproadiylg, a Gtealtbxpres-

sion of Jesus words from

me ?d)e Gwtspeidef gryh
thaSetsef youlrFearhple, e r

that you also should do as 1
hiatv.e6 dbDmes d

13:15). Members of the wor-

shiping assembly are invited

to participate in this ritual. If

you think you will make this
choice, you are encouraged
to forgo socks and stockings
and wear shoes or sandals
easily removed. At the time
of the service, clear instruc-
tions will be given for how
the congregation can share
in this ritual. Provision will
be made for any who have
tingted mapibive ko f

The significance of this
act is captured in the follow-
ing prayer:

Q God, you are our Servant,

iEvenind Iagetothdd thall T T 1 kneeling in front of your sub-

the liturgy which surrounds
the blessing for the Agape
Meal. Concerning our hopes
hhex this chahg@of dgys wille
provide a more restful pace
for this meal as well as a less

0 Ipdckyd Thursday hidhtises

the article titled - Shaping
Faith by Shaping Time: Holy
Week and Triduum 2010 at
WPPC - in this newsletter.

Maundy Thursday

Liturgy with Footwashing
Maundy Thursday has
been so named for the

oOomandated or

J e S U Snéndmienf whiehJegudoore .

to his disciples that we must
love one another as he loved
us (John 13:34). With the

arrival of Maundy Thursday,

0 r e me mh.etris 6fficillh o®er amda n

Triduum begins. This ser-
vice includes the rich tradi-
tions of scripture, Holy
Communion, and the strip-
ping of the chancel. Our
liturgy also will provide for

jects, again and again wash-
ing us clean.

Train us to serve others that day
by day we may be the body of
your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

a
(Ramshaw, Gail. The Three-Day

Feast. Augsburg Fortress,
2004, 39.)

Good Friday
April 2 -- 1:302:30 pm

treat me 'A;Sril 1Q_f7:30(bm e 6 sEcumenical Service at S

Elizabeth Seton

A special opportunity is
made for an ecumenical
WRESRIRPS PRasgr A re-
flection at St. Elizabeth Ann
Seton Roman Catholic
Church (2700 W. Spring
Creck Parkway, Plano). Sev-
eral local area clergy, include
David Batchelder, will par-
ticipate.

April 2 -- 7:30 pm
WPPC Good Friday Ser
vice
On the Friday called

0Good, 6 whi

sent a slurring of a more

ancient naming the day as_ R
BE €FYdad! o

'to hear the Passion Narra-

tive of Johq, to pray for the

COHE R hnte@olid

the cross on which our Sav-

ior died.

The Great Vigil Of Easter
Saturday, April 3
8:30 pm

The Paschal Vigil is the
most ancient and accurate
name for this liturgy because
the name holds two mean-
ings together in a single
wor d: Chri
his passion-over through

uffering to resurrection life.
%oz%hsde_ath and resurrection
wind their way through this
liturgy like a double-helix.
The mystery and meaning of
our faith is tied up in what
God has done in Christ for
humankind. In baptism, we
are incorporated into this
mystery of death and life. In
the Eucharist, we are fed
this mystery in bread and
wine.

(0]

st ods s

The Vigil calls us to set
aside our preconceptions
about what constitutes
0going to worshi
outside as well as inside. We
t. walk from room to room.
We start by making fire and
lighting candles. We pro-
gress to hearing sacred sto-
ries and singing
praise. We pour water, wel-
come the spiritual newborn,
renew our baptismal cove-
nant and, finally, come to
banquet of
takes time to do a Vigil but
such extravagant worship
fills our hearts and senses
with powerful sights,
sounds, smells, even tastes.
No wonder the ancients

ch

God o s

may (Eongugdorpae8s)
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An Invitation to Sabbath, (Continued from
page 1)

And in the Church, the
need to rediscover the gift
of Sabbath sounds through
both the best and the most
harried realms of our com-
mon life. At best, we desire
to know more fully the
overwhelming mystery of
God's all-restoring love. We
yearn to be still and see
afresh the miracles that sut-
round us. We long for disci-
plines of time and practice
that will let us simply re-
joice in the One we seek to
serve. At worst we find our-
selves exhausted from try-
ing too hard to serve the
divine grace we proclaim.
Collectively, we long for a
goodness that seems to

have fled.

"Days pass and years
vanish, and we walk sight-
less among miracles," go
the words of a Jewish
prayer used on the eve of
beginning Sabbath. . . . In
the context of wide and
deepening need for Sab-
bath, both statements speak
an honest word. They also

speak a healing word. Ac-
knowledging the loss inher-
ent in our reluctance to
pause at all, they point our
needy spitits to an ovet-
whelming gift offered by
the Living God. Sabbath
comes to us as a many-
layered gift. . . . In the Book
of Genesis, God breathes
Sabbath into the very fabric
of creation. . . . Sabbath is
for our joy and our rest.
"The Sabbath was made for
humankind and not human-
kind for the Sabbath," pro-
claims Jesus just after his
disciples have feasted on
the Sabbath day (Mark
2:27). The commandment
to keep Sabbath, according
to John Calvin, reflects
God's genuine concern for
God's people. Again says
Calvin, "Work is good, but
when we work all the time
work becomes a curse not a
blessing" (John Calvin. Com-
mentaries. Grand Rapids:
Baker Book House (1993).
And so Sabbath invites us
to rest and take joy in what
already is, even as God
rested on the seventh day
and rejoiced in all the good-

ness of creation.

Sabbath is for deep-
ened communion with the
Living God. As we unwrap
the gift of Sabbath, it yields
to us blessings beyond our
much needed rest and joy. .
. Sabbath draws us into the
sacred rhythm God has
woven into all of life and all
creation. Sabbath invites us
to the three-fold liturgy of
rest, redemption and re-
newal. With the most inti-
mate of acts, and the broad-
est, we celebrate this liturgy.
We immerse ourselves in its
goodness when we pause
for a brief prayer, or for an
instant of stillness, or for
saying "Amen!" to the grace
we sense surrounds us. In
such sabbath moments, we
mirror the thythm of Sab-
bath. . .. On the widest
scale of all, the Sabbath is a
graced foretaste of the eter-
nal rest, redemption and
renewal all creation shall
know when Christ comes in
glory. . ..

To live the gift of Sab-
bath is, of course, to receive
it openly and with gratitude.

It is to savor Sabbath's
freshness. It is to walk in
Sabbath's ways, even when
those ways set us apart
from the culture that sur-
rounds us. . .. In the Re-
formed tradition, from its
earliest confessions to the
present Directory for Wor-
ship, to live the gift of Sab-
bath is to engage in simple,
time hallowing acts: seek
rest from daily occupation;
share with others in wor-
ship; take time with God's
word; engage in acts of
compassion; enjoy activities
that refresh and renew the
spirit. . . . In recovering
Sabbath, we are in many
ways as little children, be-
ginners, explorers. Yet the
gift is before us. The need
burns within us. The ways
of fresh living start to
emerge. And if we continue
to grow in the ways we are
beckoned, we may, by
God's grace, join the com-
pany of those who through
the ages have proclaimed
with their very lives what it
is "to glorify God and to
enjoy God forever."

Our Journey, (Continued from page 7)

have called the Great Vigil
the 0Queen

Easter Services

Sunday, April 4
Note the new early time

9am & 11 am

Two Easter morning

liturgies are provided at the
time indicated above. The
both include Easter brass, a
return to 0
rist, and the singing of the
Hallelujah chorus.

q

4
[e

Parents Connections

By Betty Weckerly

Frhahid o IEel%yaarﬁi ts shagng occurred. If your

Chris Stratton for hosting
the second gathering of
families with infants and
young children. The Strat-
tons provided not only their
warm and inviting home
but the main course of
wonderful baked chicken

lowship and fun with the
kids playing and parents

young family would like to
host or be part of this great
group of folks, let Mary
Ann Dudko, Nancy
Batchelder, or Betty Weck-
erly know. Another gather-
ing is planned for after
Easter.

| dpagherd. Ibis & $od €l- E U € #BRy b Strong"

Parents of school agers
from kindergarten through

twelfth grade have been
providing feedback to
David and Betty regarding
the first gathering. We wel-
come your input and would
like to have another gather-
ing soon. If you would like
to host an informal evening
with your fellow parents,
please tell Betty.
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News from PCHAS

Submitted by Betsy Calvert-Corlew

Marathon runners exceed ners were honored during a

fund-raising goals for
PCHAS

When thousands of
runners lined up for the
start of the Chevron Hous-
ton Marathon, a few of
them were running for a
special reason 0 to help the
children and families
PCHAS serves.

More than $20,200 was
raised by teams from
Southminster and Clear
Lake Presbyterian Churches
and 23 of fi
who ran on behalf of the
PCHAS ministry during the
January 17 marathon. This
was the first year PCHAS
was chosen to be an official

pasta dinner to celebrate
their accomplishments and
reflect on the main reason
they were running: to help
children and families in cri-
sis. A special thanks to
First Presbyterian Church
of Houston for opening
their mission center for the
pasta dinner.

Team butterfly, a group
of runners based at South-
minster Presbyterian
Church in Missouri City,
forgnqd forehe 2046 gagas
thon. The team has grown
0 both in numbers and sup-
port O each year. Over the
past five years, Team but-
terfly has raised just shy of

thon will allow PCHAS to
help more than 4,000 chil-
dren and families this year.
Being chosen as an official
charity also raises awareness
about this
tant work in the Houston
community and beyond.
Homes of St. Mark
merger
Through a merger ef-
fective January 1, 2010, the
Homes of St. Mark, a well-
known
services agency in Houston,

Obecame a division of

PCHAS.

Founded in 1955, the
Homes of St. Mark began
much as PCHAS did 0
through the benevolent

charit

provide children and fami-
lies with alternative services
for family formation, pres-
ervation and change.

Under the PCHAS

Homes of St. Mark pro-
gram serves children who
have been removed from
their parents and places in
foster and foster-to-adopt
homes. We also serve chil-
dren and birth families
thrpugh @ur rpatgrpity pgor
gram, in which children are
voluntarily placed for adop-
tion, and provide post-
adoption services for adult
adopted children. The
Homes of St. Mark also
provides orientation train-

enos

méor‘ﬂiﬂutﬁntofr sfvides, thei mpor -

ORun for a RBWOORPEHAS fhilir i t v = - 0 oof ngand supportgroups for
of the event dren and families. group families seeking to adopt

: women under the wing of hild d donti
year ds r ace, ccifehtgough A ¢ @hurch. Tts mission was to

reunions.

Hold the Date!

April 25 Important DAl Action Needs All of Us

By Priscilla Kimery

WPPC must answer mo-

bilize and answer the call!
At 3 pm, April 25 Dal-
las Area Interfaith will hold
a public assembly of DAI
member institutions to ask
candidates for state, county,
and other local offices if
they will work with us to
e Obtain/continue fund-
ing for long-term job
training for living wage
jobs with benefits and
career paths such as
QUEST: Dallas/Collin,,
training workers who in
3 to 5 years return more
than the cost of their

training to the state and
local economy;

¢ Ensure CHIP coverage
for children who need
these services, and re-
move the requirement
for re-application every
six months for Chil-
drends

e Call for comprehensive
immigration reform at
the federal level that
does not separate fami-
lies and finds ways to
use the talents of thou-
sands of young people
who have grown up in
the US and received
education, even higher

education in the US, but
who cannot be em-
ployed here while, at the
same time, we import
workers from out of the
county.
As we know, when peo-
ple from diverse religions

Me d i agdathndities come to-

gether for a common pur-
pose, they can exert tre-
mendous power. We are
called to join together as
people of faith to exert that
influence with our elected
officials or candidates for
office on April 25. Candi-
dates and officials from
Collin and Dallas Counties

will be invited to join us at
the assembly. Please save
the date and join us. We
have committed to having
at least 40 WPPC members
at the assembly. Temple
Shalom at Hillcrest and Al-
pha has offered to host the
assembly and is the tenta-
tive (probable) location.
We will arrange car pooling
as needed and will have
signups for assembly par-
ticipation after services for
a few Sundays. Look for a
sign-up board in the Fel-
lowship Hall for you to say
0 Count me |

n'!

(@
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Jer emi a-hMee ThéGardehner
International Intrigue At The Garden?

By Betsy Calvert-Corlew

Mary
Ann Dudko [
artived at the =
Jer emi
Plot Garden

Saturday,
February 20
with friend
Michael .
Holzinger in &
tow. Mi-
chael is a
business as-
sociate visit-
ing from Stuttgart, Ger-
many, who braved the mud
along with 19 others to as-
sist in the garden. He vol-

unteered
to run the
tiller and
was quick
with a
wheel bar-
| row. At
his final
icount
tilled 11 of
2 the plots.
The in-

2 e riguc cen-
Photo by Bob Morton ters
around
Mary Annos

tence that Michael volun-
teered to help...and was in
no way bullied or coerced.

q

Thanks for Sharing

By Betty Weckerly

were the laughs, the ap-
plause, and the warm com-
ments of folks who relaxed
and shared this great experi-
ence. Thanks to all who
helped and all who attended
for their generosity in pro-
viding food, fellowship,
fun, and focus on getting to
know our great young peo-
ple of WPPC!

Our Presbyterian Youth
Ministries Sharing Hearts
Dinner was a wonderful
evening! More than 60 folks
enjoyed an evening of deli-
cious dining and warm fel-
lowship. Our spirits were
lifted by sharing in song as
we were led by Hal and
Marthadlgpgon with the
"WPPC Philharmonic" and
solos by Joyce Jones. Many

Photo by Julie McLeod

Family Promise of Collin County

Burgeoning Need

By Betty Weckerly

At West Plano Presby-
terian Church, we focus on
God's call to us to work in
the world witnessing to
God's grace and love. One
way in which we do this is
through our work in devel-
oping the new ministry that
is Family Promise of Collin
County, Inc. This ministry
partnership among
churches in our county fo-
cuses on the needs of fami-
lies with children who are
experiencing situational
homelessness. Samaritan
Inn in McKinney is the only
homeless shelter in our
county. It has been recently
shared with the Family
Promise board members
that currently Samaritan Inn

has to turn away 12-30
families PER WEEK.

We are all eager to re-
spond to this need and
hope that you will begin to
think about ways you will
be able to pitch in to our
effort. Please share the
wortd about Family Promise
and urge family and friends

to visit familypromiseofcol-

lincounty.org. You may also
ask Debbie Stubbe, Richard

Thompson, Priscilla Ki-
mery, Becki Williams, or
Betty Weckerly. Betty has
materials and is available to
share the vision of the min-
istry of Family Promise
with any group or
neighboring church.

For Rent

Jeremi ahods
20x10 or 10x10 garden plot
Annual Lease
Sunshine and water available
Easy access within city limits
Protected from rabbits and critters
Master Gardeners on site

Annual leases available from $20 to $35 per year plus 10%
of harvest per plot (donated to the Plano Food Pantry).
Jeremi ahds Plot Communi
plots for food pantry production which all gardeners
tend. We are a community garden with 30% to 40% pat-
ticipation from outside the WPPC family. Contact Betsy
Cotlew at 214-274-6166 ot beotlew(@msn.com for addi-
tional information.

Pl ot Couwmun
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Shaping Faith by Shaping Time, (Continued
from page 1)

(and the whole of Holy
Week) give us all a pretty
good spiritu
Not only do we come to-
gether a lot, there is a lot we
do together in worship besides
listening. The richness of
meaning calls us to do a lot
of praying, singing, moving,
and processing, as we wash
feet, baptize bodies, anoint
heads, sprinkle water, and
ingest bread and wine. Trid-
uum invites us to discover
how each day is significant
to the other. Just imagine
reading the third volume of
Tol ki e nThedordbfr
the Rings, without having
read the other two. Some-
thing would be lost. So too,
each day - Thursday to Fri-
day, Friday to Saturday, and
Saturday to Sunday - brings
something indispensable to
the meaning of the whole.

Going Deeper

Looking forward again
to this year, we have consid-
ered how our church might
maximize the richness of
Triduumds
liturgical practice. For if
these Great Three Days are,
in fact, central to our faith,
and, if we really hope and
expect our people to come
to them all or as much as
possible, it makes both spiri-
tual and practical sense to
make adjustments that focus
us on the core meaning of
this week. To that end, the
WPPC Session has voted to
modify how we do Holy
Week and Triduum for
2010.

my

First, our Agape Meal
will be moved to 6 pm
Wednesday of Holy Week
in order to provide both the
Adape Newl nd the Maurdyt
Thursday liturgy with re-
duced pressure in a busy
week. WPPC already has a
tradition of Wednesday
night meals with a choir
rehearsal the same evening.
Preparations on both
Wednesday and Thursday
will be less hurtied and
Ospaced6 for
the signific
Passion Week will be a wel-
come gift. The menu for the
Agape Meal remains the
bathe@sgvyl the prayers
which surround the meal.
Maundy Thursday will begin
at 7:30 pm with its elements
of Word and Sacrament,
footwashing and stripping
of the worship space. A
growing majority of Presby-
terian churches are adopting
these ritual elements on
Maundy Thursday as expres-
sive enactments of the Gos-
pel for this night.

Second, as much as
gossible.yve wiljleaye , ¢
Holy Saturday empty of
church activity except for
those preparations that
cannot be made at any
other time. Making ready
the space, music, and liturgy
(including rehearsals for
choir, brass, and Vigil) will
be completed prior to the
start of Triduum. Though
this is something we have
never done before, we have
been enticed by the possibil-
ity that Holy Saturday has
something significant to
offer us as part of the Trid-

uum. As the
entombment, Holy Saturday
calls us to slow the pace of
life and find space for pet-
sofial reflection. What might
it mean to treat a portion of
this day as a spiritual oasis
that
resting in the tomb on this
day of his burial? Henri
Nouwen (in Walk with
Christ) writes:

Of all the days in his-
toty, Holy Saturday -
¢ 0 .13G T
an Gifich tRe ﬁaody% &

sus lay in the tomb in
silence and darkness -
is the
solitude, the day on
which the whole crea-
tion waits in deep rest.
[It] is the most quiet of
all days. From this si-
lence, the Word will be
spoken again and make
all things new.

So, once we leave the
Good Friday service, we
hope to reduce Saturday
church activity before we
return that night to light the
Easter fire and celebrate the
Great Vigil. While some
preparations (such as ar-
ranging the space for
Easter) must still be made
on Saturday, limiting the
dayods activi
personal devotional time
that might include prayer,
reading, music, or a quiet
reflective walk. If this also
eases any accumulation of
weekend fatigue, it will be a
blessing.

Third, we have won-
dered: if the Easter Vigil is
the jewel in the crown of the

Qy'du?i i n

Gr@oeal yourf whiedhbdiies t 0 s

might help refresh people
who wish to participate as
much as possible in all we
offer during Triduum? The
following minor modifica-
tions for Easter Sunday

services; the early service at
9:00 am and the second set-
vice at 11 am. While there
will no church school that
day, the traditional egg hunt
will go on as usual. It may
8c that this one half hour
SifffefRnRe will be welcomed
at the end of this spiritually
exhilarating weekend.

day et wheh R shly be

learned by new doing

One of the distinguishing
features of Christianity is

that it is an historical relig-
ion. The liturgical year that
shapes our worship reflects
Godd6s acting
pecially
trayal, trial, crucifixion, bur-
ial, and resurrection. To-
gether, this concentration of
events creates an intensity of
liturgical experience over a
very short time span. It is
the very intensity of this
experience, in fact, that has
formed and
people over hundreds of
years. In giving our lives
b¥r to Wik hedk, wOR:&
new life of the crucified and
risen Lord. We cannot know
beforehand what awaits us
in these modest changes,
but we are looking forward
to that which might be
learned concerning our on-
going life as the community
of the baptized.

=]

Jesu
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Diaconal Ministry
to WPPC Home-
bound

By David Batchelder

As part of
istry of intentional care, our
deacons have arranged for
volunteers to serve as care-
givers to those who are re-
stricted to their homes for
reasons of health and ad-
vancing age. Such ministry
includes regular contacts,
remember birthdays, and
reporting back with special
concerns. This ministry is
open to all interested and
not limited to those whose
names appear below. Please
contact Pat Bardsley if you
would like to know more.

e Molly Chapman and
Libby Emerson
Nancy Stevens & Jean
Chapoton, Care-givers
o Gerry Benum
Ollie Morgan, Care-giver
o Ann Goff
Barb Peterson, Care-giver
e Jean MacAndrew
Sharon Finley, Care-giver
e Isis and Ramses Mik-
hail
Lee Ann Lugo, Care-
giver
e Lee Jones
Susan Latsha & Pat
Taylor, Care-givers
e Maurine Pennington
Susan Latsha & Pat
Taylor, Care-givers
e Jim Boswell
Jean Chapoton, Care-giver

Lent and Easter Schedule
Lenten Evening Services
March 3,10, 17 & 24
7 pm

wp PP Synday

8:30 & 11 am services

Agape Meal
Wednesday, March 31
6 pm, Fellowship Hall

Maundy Thursday
April 1
Service 0 7:30 pm, Sanctuary

Good Friday
April 2
1:30 pm O Ecumenical community
service, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Catholic Church
7:30 pm O Service at WPPC

The Great Vigil of Easter
April 3
8:30 pm

Easter Sunday
April 4
9& 11 am

Newest WPPC elders-elect

Left to right: Emily Mikhail, Hilary Hutson,
Sara Jo Mueller, Linda Robinson, Rick Smith,
Sharon Finley

Photo by Bob Morton

Last Minute Instructions

WPPC Youth receiving last minute in-
structions from Betty for the Caring
Hearts Dinner on February 13.

Photo by Bob Morton

Jeremiah6s Plot Work Day
How Does Your Garden Grow?

George Jacobi and Jeanne Stone at work on the gar-

den pathways in Jer emi

Photo by Betsy Calvert-Corlew
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