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The Giit of Lent: Pathway to Laster’s

Rebirth

By David Batchelder
In the Introduction to the Lenten expect to find ourselves somewhere dif-

Sourcebook, Peter Mazar writes: ferent from where we started. Our desti-
Lent is not tidy. Days grow longer (the nation is Easter, promised land and home-
word “Lent” comes from “lengthen”), the  land. The season of Lent prepares us for
ground thaws, and the next thing we the splendor of Easter and the power of
know, everything is filthy. Our windows the resurrection. While most of us make
need washing, our temples need cleans-  this journey as a renewal of our baptismal
ing, the earth itself needs a good bath ..  vows, others make this journey to the
. Winter doesn’t leave without blustery baptismal waters for the first time. For
battles that push things over and mess them, as for us, it is a time to prepare for
things up and even break things. Lent, if ~ a new beginning. We start by turning our
we honestly face its fury, will leave the attention to the stark realities of our hu-

landscape littered with bits and pieces of ~ man existence. Our world is filled with sin
ourselves. Sometimes the only antidote is  and death. Thus, Ash Wednesday begins

to take more of the poison. And so on with what Mazar calls a kind of “baptismal
our foreheads we rub dirt. branding” — “You are dust, and to dust
Lent is often called a journey. That you shall return.”

means that at the end of Lent we should

WPPC Presbyterian Youth Ministries

Summer Mission Trip 2012

By Betty Weckerly

W In preparation for MT

20I2 we investigated
q options within a radi-

This coming
summer, Presby-
terian Youth Min-
istries will again
extend of service

us of approximately
500 miles, including a
and hearts of love variety of agencies in
during the week of ’ Tuscaloosa, Joplin,
intentional Holy Living that  and between. During this
is known as the Summer process we discovered the
Youth Mission Trip, or MT  opportunity that awaits us
2012. at Ferncliff Camp and Con-

(Continued on page 6)

ference Center in Arkan-
sas. Responding to the call
to this opportunity will
give us the multifaceted
experiences of working
with the national PC(USA)
church as well as local
agencies that serve the
needy, and helping in an
area devastated by floods

(Continued on page 7)
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February
Birthdays

02/01
Fiona Purgerson
Paul Taylor
Kyle Webster
02/02
Ed Rose
02/03
David Mack
Bailey Anderson
02/08
Walter Helmick
02/09
Rachel McLain
02/10
Richard Thompson
02/11
Jean MacAndrew
Beth George
02/23
Lorraine Darley
02/25
Frank Camp (lll)
02/26
Ruth Batchelder
Kimball Morrison
Krista Purgerson
02/28
Dennis Hayman
02/28
Scott Purgerson

If you don’t see your
birthday listed, and
would like to be includ-
ed in the monthly birth-
day lists, please contact
Jeannie Chouinard in
the church office to let
her know.

Wine Tasting to Benefit Four WPPC Mission Efforts

By Linda Robinson

This year Session is
taking a careful look at all
fundraisers. The Session
is sensitive to the fact
that the congregation
does not have unlimited
resources, and WPPC
members are being asked
to do whatever they can
to help with what ap-
pears to be a significant
budget deficit for 2012.
At the same time, the
Session believes that
WPPC's mission projects
are a huge part of who

we are as a church.

In light of all this, the
Mexico Mission Team
met recently to discuss
WPPC'’s planned Wine
Tasting Fundraiser. The
decision was to hold the
Wine Tasting fundraiser
as scheduled, on Friday,
February 17 at the
church — but with a dif-
ference. This year, it
won't be a fundraiser for
the Mexico Mission fund
alone. Instead, the pro-

Deepening Our Life in Christ through Prayer

Invitation to Communion with God and Spiritual

Refreshment
By David Batchelder

What we come to
experience each Sunday
is that on which we de-
pend each weekday,
namely, the presence and
power of the Triune
God in our lives. Making
connections between
what happens in the Sun-
day liturgy with what
happens in daily life has
long been a point of spir-
itual challenge as Chris-
tians struggle to live their

lives in the grace of God.

This Lent 2012, the
Worship & Music Com-
mittee and Formation for

THE JOURNAL

Discipleship Ministry
Team is sponsoring a
joint initiative to be led
by our pastor, David,
that invites all interested
persons to learn, grow,
and practice prayer. This
invitation to a deeper life
of prayer will take place
during Lent but will be
preceded by three weeks
of introductory conver-
sation and orientation.
During the Thresh-
old time (11:15 am -
12 noon) on Sundays,
January 29, February
5 & 12, David will intro-

ceeds will be shared
equally among the Family
Promise fund, the Jeremi-
ah's Plot fund, the Youth
Mission fund, and the

Mexico Mission fund.

Please mark the date on
your calendar and plan to
attend. It will be a fun
evening in support of four
great causes! Watch the
weekly Ministry News for
specific times and ticket

sales information.

duce this “journey in
deepening prayer as a
spiritual practice.” The
intent will be to help par-
ticipants identify a per-
sonal “growing edge”
which each hopes to ex-
plore.

Then, during the
five Sundays in Lent
[Feb. 26, March 4, 11,
18, 25 & April 1] dur-
ing the same time pe-
riod, David will lead par-
ticipants in a laboratory
experience of prayer

(Continued on page 7)



Liturgical Ministers™ Training—IJebruary 4

By David Batchelder

Serving the liturgy at
WPPC is a calling that car-
ries responsibility. Our re-
sponsibility is to be as pre-
pared as possible and to car-
ry out each of our ministries
with a deep understanding
of why we do what we do.
To this end, on Saturday,
February 4 from 9 am—
12 noon, there is a training

NFOG Retreat
February 18

By David Baichelder

Mark your calendars
right now for the NFOG
(“New Form of Govern-
ment”) on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 18, 9 am to noon!

Presbyterians have done
the inconceivable! We have
made mammoth changes to
the Book of Order that set
forth a new and exciting un-
derstanding of being church
as well as a way forward in
living it.

This retreat is mandato-
ry for all current Session
members, deacons, and the
newly elected. In addition, all
members of WPPC are invit-
ed to learn the secrets of
this new polity and what it
sets forth for our future.
This is being planned as an
interactive, invigorating, and
transformative event.

for all involved in the Sunday
liturgy — Assisting Ministers,
Lectors and Eucharistic Min-
isters This will afford a re-
fresher for those who con-
tinue to serve as in the past.
And, it will provide the nec-
essary training for those
newly interested to share in

this ministry.

There have been small

February 22 at 7:30 pm

Ash Wednesday
Liturgy

By David Baichelder

Each year, the Ash
Wednesday liturgy offers
every member of the church
words and a gesture that
seem to have arrived, ahead
of time, from our own funer-
al liturgy. Earth is placed on
our bodies, scriptural words
about the inevitable decom-
position of our bodies are
spoken over us: “Remember
that you are dust, and to dust
you shall return.” Among the
many things that Ash
Wednesday accomplishes is
a small-scale, ritualized, near
-death experience.

From - Worship Guide-
book for Lent and the Three
Days

changes in the last year that
need clarifying as well as a

few places where readjust-

ments will be helpful. Please
communicate with Jeanne in
the church office as to your
intention to participate. This
will help us know how many

materials to prepare.

Epiphany at WPP(

Photo by Bob Morton
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2012 Flower & Hospitality
Sign up Calendars are now up
in the Narthex.

Dates fill up quickly, so sign
up today!




Warmin’ Up in January

By Betly Weckerly

Our Presbyterian Youth
Ministries team started the
new year off with an early
morning of service to our
congregation as well as to
our Family Promise guests!
Arriving at church by 7:30
am on New Year's Day,
the youth provided the
brawn and hustle needed
to re cast our classroom
wing from homes for our
guest for the past week
into space suitable for all
study sessions! Mops,
brooms, and beds were
flying as our young folks
made sure we were fin-
ished with the re-staging in |
time for our worship ser-
vice. Then, the next week,
our crew assembled for

were treated to a wonderful
lunch courtesy of the For-
mation for Discipleship
Committee. Thanks to Becki
Williams, Laura Robinson,
Beth George, Deb Vermie,
Brian Russell, and Barbara

ster and Thomas McLeod at SHYC

the first Worship Work-
shop of 2012. Thanks to
Kari and Andy Calvert and
Betsy Corlew for providing a
super lunch. Munching on
salad, pizza, and other treats,
Pollux, Herbie, Maggie, Kir-
by, Thomas, Nick, Maddie,
Kyle, Emily, and Peter began
imaginative and thoughtful
preparations for leading Len-
ten Evening Prayer for the
entire church. Led by David,
we imagined wilderness and
explored paradise along with
considering the role of pray-
er in each of these.

Sunday January
22.....thirty of our youth
along with their parents

sure and ask Maddie, Peter,
Thomas, Kyle and Alex
about their experiences in
small group. Thanks to adult
mentors John Webster and
Cynthia Massie Hancock for
accompanying Betty and our
youth!

February will offer us all
the opportunity to contin-
* ue to explore topics rele-
vant to our leadership in
| Lenten Evening Prayer at
our Worship Workshop,
have us be servants to the
needy through our help at
the local Kroger's for
Souper Bowl of Sharing,
and prepare for the Card-
board Box City event.

Please remember that
February 5 will be our
special offering for the

Alex Swanson, Peter Mikhail, Madison Web-

Photo by Betty Weckerly Souper Bowl of Caring

Kiser for such a delicious
meal! We explored the cal-
endar for the spring, heard
the great news that Session
has approved our proposal
for the Mission Trip to Fern-
cliff and the Little Rock area,
collected lots of paperwork
regarding Senior High Youth
Connection and Cardboard
Box City.

By the time you read
this, six of our youth will
have met with approximately
700 other high schoolers
from Grace Presbytery at
Austin College for the last
weekend in February. Be

which benefits local hunger
action programs.

Do you know that our
youth come from four area
school districts? We have
not only all three areas of
Plano in our midst but also
include Lovejoy, Frisco, and
Wylie school districts. It is
truly a wonderful blend of
young people who make
great choices each day and
are so involved in our faith
community! Thanks to eve-
ryone for your interest and
care for each of our great
youth!!

PAGE 4



ANSWERING THE CHALLENGE!!!

The Presbyterian Youth Ministries of WPPC have answered
the challenge put forth by Family Promise of Collin County!
Youth and adults will be spending the night outdoors
March 3 to raise awareness and funds for this program.
Currently those planning to attend include George Jacobi
and Betty Weckerly as well as most of our youth! Be watch-
ing in Fellowship Hall throughout late February as our
homes for that night begin to take shape.

WOULD YOU GIVE UP YOUR BED FOR ONE
NIGHT....IF DOING SO COULD CHANGE
SOMEONE'S LIFE?

WHAT IF IT COULD CHANGE YOURS?
JOINUS FOR CARDBOARD BOX CITY 2012

Every night in our own community many families have no
place to call home. Family Promise of Collin County is a
non-profit organization that is working to provide shelter
and assistance to families in Collin County who are situa-
tionally homeless. Cardboard Box City 2012 will raise
awareness and resources for Family Promise so that we

can help families in our community regain their independ-

ence.

SAVE THE DATE!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR TO SLEEP OUT TO
KNOCK OUT HOMELESSNESS!

CARDBOARD BOX CITY 2012
SATURDAY MARCH 2 - SUNDAY, MARCH 4
LOVEJOY HIGH SCHOOL

One night of fun can make the difference in the lives of
families who need our help! Don’t miss out!
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PYM Calendar

Saturday, February 4: 9 am—Special
Worship Training

Sunday, February 5: Souper Bowl of Car-
ing (L) (V) Hang out/ Silent Auction

Sunday, February 12: Silent Auction (L)
)

Sunday, February 19: Worship Work-
shop (L)

Wednesday, February 22: Ash Wednes-
day

Sunday, February 26: Leap Sunday: CBBC
L V)

Wednesday, February 29: Lenten Evening
Prayer

March 3-4: Cardboard Box City (V)

Wednesday, March 7: Lenten Evening
Prayer

March | I: Worship Workshop (L) (V)

Wednesday, March 14: Lenten Evening
Prayer

March 18: End of Spring Break Funday

Wednesday, March 21: Lenten Evening
Prayer

March 25: Mission Project (L) (V)

Wednesday, March 28: Lenten Evening
Prayer

April I: Easter Vigil Focus

April 8: Easter

e Youth Needs: Calendar management
appropriate for youth and their hectic
lives. Support and activities for growing
in faith as well rounded Christian youth

¢ Meeting times: Youth will meet at
[2:15 Sundays

e (L) indicates lunch donations welcomed

e (V) indicates adult volunteers needed

e Parents & volunteers will be contacted
via email. Youth are contacted via Face-

: Hel p special Val erit i, n ebooR andsent bs per theisreqeest. t 0 [0 U T
Est udents....bring smal/l t reats suitabl e for_/inc
: boxes by Sunday, February 5. Boxes will be packed at
:  11:15 am on February 5 by Beth George and tear

from children/youth study groups!! See Beth, Becki

Williams or Laura Robinson for more information!



Important Milestones

By Betty Weckerly

February will be
bookended by significant
milestones for our faith com-
munity. On Sunday, Febru-
ary, 5, our newest affirmer,
Nick Swanson, will partici-
pate in the Rite of Welcome
as he commences this next
step in discerning the call to
membership at WPPC. Along
with Nick will be his spon-
sor, Sara Jo Mueller. Nick
has decided to embark on
this journey with us as his
own faith community as he
completes his senior year in
high school. He will be espe-
cially supported by his family,
his sponsor, and senior high

study leaders Matt Calvert,
Rick Smith, and Betsy Cor-
lew.

Since September our five
youth affirmers: Rachel
McLlLain, Peter Mikhail, Thom-
as MclLeod, Alex Swanson
and Kirby McLeod, have
been participating in Walking
Wet formation experiences.
These five have been en-
gaged during study time with
our catechists, George Jaco-
bi, Laura Robinson and Frank
Camp, in exploring both our
faith tradition and their own
lives of faith. They are sup-
ported along the way not
only by their families but by
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their sponsors; Debbie
Stubbe, Mike Miler, Stacy
Camp, David Mueller and
Robert Camp. On Sunday,
February 27 these youth af-
firmers, along with their
sponsors and catechists, will
participate in the rite known
as "Call to Renewal". This
rite will mark their move-
ment toward a renewal of
their baptismal covenants
and becoming adult members
of the church.

We continue to ask your
prayers and encouragement
for all six of our young peo-
ple as they grow in faith and
understanding.

Monthly newsletter of West Plano
Presbyterian Church

2709 Custer Road
Plano TX 75023
972-596-2415

www.westplanopresbyterian.org

The Rev. Dr. David Batchelder, Pastor

Dr. Betty Weckerly, Director of Christian
Formation

Rozanna Vancil Goocey, Interim Organist
and Choir Director

Jeannie Chouinard, Administrative Assistant

Jenny Mikhail, Newsletter Editor

The Gift of Lent, (Continued from page 1)

Having now begun Lent,
we carry this “baptismal
branding” with us as we at-
tend to the Lent’s call to dis-
cipleship. Here is our spiritu-
al formula: 40 - 3 - 50. The
forty days of Lent bring us to
the Great Three Days of
Triduum — Maundy, Thurs-
day, Good Friday, Holy Sat-
urday, and Easter. These
three days are calculated ac-
cording to the Jewish reck-
oning of sundown to sun-
down. They invite us into the
mystery of Christ’s dying and
rising leading us to the glori-
ous fifty day season of Easter.

| eagerly share this with you
in the hope that you will give
yourself up to the full scope
of this cycle of renewal. At
its center is the Great Vigil
of Easter followed by East-
er’s rich liturgy of Word and
Meal. Already, plans are un-
derway for this liturgy and
persons are volunteering to
be a part of its liturgy. All
are welcome of course. But,
should you feel enticed to
participate in some role in
this liturgy, | invite you to
speak with me. Together, let
us keep a holy Lent and be
renewed in the meaning of
our common baptism.


http://www.westplanopresbyterian.org/

Martha Hopson Celebration Thank You

By Mike Miler, Task Force Moderator

Congratulations to the
members of the Martha
Hopson Celebration of Ser-
vice Task Force. It was a
great event and a wonderful
sendoff to Martha and Hal
for their 14 years of service
to WPPC.

The members of the task-
force who served us all so
faithfully in this work of love
were John Hook, Diane and
Bob Ganson, Myra Boswell,

Summer Mission Trip 2012, (Continued from
page 1)

and tornados.

Dates: June 10-16, 2012

Youth: those who have
completed grades 6-12
(anticipate 20 total partici-
pants)

I. Program/Housing:
$47.50/person: In-
cludes lodging at Fern-
cliff Retreat House,
Use of the Chapel
Labyrinth, and visit to
the National Volun-
teer Call Center and
interactive experience
with Solar School for
installing solar power
in impoverished areas.

2. Ministry sites: Pres-
byterian Disaster As-
sistance Center, Ar-
kansas Foodbank Net-
work, Habitat for Hu-
manity, Arkansas Rice
Depot, Jackson House
(interfaith community
crisis center—food,
shelter, medicine, etc)

Ellen and Bob Morton, Cindy
Camp, Nancy Stevens, Rick
Smith, Jeanne Stone, Jean
Chapoton, Hilary Hutson,
Martin Taylor, and Rev. Da-
vid Batchelder. Also a spe-
cial thanks to all the ladies
that prepared the great food.

| am grateful for each of
their contributions. It was a
pleasure to work with all of
them.

BUDGET (based on 20
max participants):
Anticipated funding
sources
Youth Mission Fund
- $3500
Registration - $1000
($50/per partici-
pant)
Total Budget—
$4500
COSTS
Program/lodging -
$950
Food - $850
Transportation
Van rental (1) -
$1200
Gas - $500
Misc - $1000
Total Costs—
$4500
We are thankful that The
Session of West Plano Pres-
byterian Church has ap-
proved this proposal and
upholds it through action
and prayer. We look for-
ward to sharing more at
our all church Brunch on
Sunday, May 6 beginning
at 11:15 am.

Invitation to Communion with God and Spir-
itual Refieshment, (Continued from page 2)

involving reflection, discus-
sion, and practice. Various
topics having to do with
prayer will guide our ongoing
conversation. In addition,
special attention will be given
to helping us see connec-
tions between what we do
together [in Sunday worship
and Wednesday Evening
Prayer] and what we do per-
sonally in our homes.

All are welcome for this
special period of spiritual
exploration in prayer - from
the “just curious” to those
with already established de-

votional practices.
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Make me to know your ways,

O LORD:;

teach me your paths
Lead me in your truth, and
teach me,

for you are the God of my

salvation;

for you | wait all day long.
Psalm 253




Meet Our Interim Director of Music

Starting Sun-
day, January 29,
there will be a
new face at the
organ at WPPC
Be sure to intro-
duce yourself to
Rozanna Vancil
Goocey, our
interim Director

of Music. She has
already begun
rehearsals with
the Sanctuary
Choir, and we
look forward to
getting to know
her.

Why We Do What We Do in the Sunday Liturgy

By David Batchelder

Beginning in this newsletter,
a short reflection will be of-
fered on some aspect of the
Sunday liturgy as an aid to
thoughtful, prayerful, and
meaning-filled participation in
worship.

Question: Why do we
process the cross, the Bi-
ble and water at the start

of each service?
When the church meets for
worship, it gathers around
those symbols that speak of
our identity as disciples of
Jesus Christ. The cross is one

of the most ancient symbols
speaking to us of Christ’s self
-giving death. The Bible is
our story book, the treas-
ured book of memories con-
cerning God’s saving deeds.
The water calls us to re-
member our baptism, that
gift of God through which
we are born anew for a life
of service. By processing the-
se things weekly, we intend
to call attention to these
essential truths about who

we are as the body of Christ.
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Forever 39 in January—_Sharing

Food and Fellowship

Photos by Bob Morton



